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Department  of  Public  Instruction, 

Indianapolis,  May  1,  1855. 

To  School  Officers  and  others  charged  with  executive  functions 

In  the  Educational  Department : 

Gentlemen — In  accordance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  123d  section  of  this  Act, 
and  in  the  exercise  of  the  authority  thereby  vested  in  the  Superintendent,  the  follow- 
ing explanatory  suggestions,  forms  and  directions  have  been  prepared,  intended  to 
remove  doubt  and  obscurity  in  reference  to  your  official  duties  and  exhibit  the  true 
import  and  intent  of  our  Educational  Statute.  It  is  hoped  that  your  experience  may 
prove  that  the  wish  and  purpose,  in  compiling  these  forms,  instructions  and  comments, 
to  leave  nothing  essential  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the  law,  unnoticed  or  unex- 
plained, have  not  been  altogether  fruitless.  The  side  notes  and  copious  index  to  the 
statutory  provisions,  and  the  supplementary  appendages  of  this  edition  of  the  Eevised 
School  Law,  will  enable  any  one  interested  in  them,  to  find  with  ease  any  subject 
properly  embraced  therein. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  most  of  the  changes  that  three  year's  experience  has  shown 
to  be  desirable,  will  be  found  to  be  embodied  in  the  present  statute,  leaving  but  little  to 
be  supplied  by  future  legislation,  and  that  the  legitimate  action  of  the  revised  law  will 
prove  it  to  be  a  decided  and  important  improvement  over  any  previous  educational 
code  in  this  Commonwealth.  It  is  not  perfect,  but  it  is  in  close  and  intimate  connec- 
tion with  the  progress  of  the  age,  and  not  a  little  in  advance,  in  divers  particulars,  of 
the  educational  systems  of  some  of  the  older  members  of  this  Union,  An  honest, 
prompt,  and  hearty  co-operation  of  our  various  educational  functionaries  cannot  fail  to 
develop  its  merits,  and  commend  it  to  the  cordial  approval  and  support  of  the  people 
of  Indiana. 

Yours,  truly, 

CALEB  MILLS,  Superintendent. 
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AN  ACT 

To  provide  for  a  gencrnl  system  of  Common  Schools,  the  Officers  thereof 
and  tlieir  respective  powers  and  duties,  and  matters  properly  connected 
thereicith,  and  to  establish  Toicnship  Libraries,  and  for  the  regulation 
thereof 

EDUCATIONAL  FUNDS. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  General  Assembly  Tax, 
of  the  *State  of  Indiana^  That  there  shall  be  annually 
assessed  and  collected,  as  the  State  and  county  revenues 
are  assessed  and  collected,  on  the  list  of  property  taxa- 
ble for  State  purposes,  the  sum  of  ten  cents  on  each  one 
hundred  dollars  worth  of  property,  and  fifty  cents  on  each- 
poll  :  Provided^  hoiocvei\  that  the  taxes  aforesaid  shall  proviso, 
not  be  levied  and  collected  from  negroes  nor  mulattoes, 
nor  shall  their  children  be  included  in  any  enumeration 
required  by  this  act,  nor  entitled  to  the  benefits  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  The  funds  heretofore  known  and  designated  what  to  constj^- 
as  the  surplus  revenue  ftind,  all  fund  heretofore  appro-  ^J^f  f^^"*^" 
priated  to  common  schools,  the  saline  fund,  the  bank 
tax  ^fiind,  the  fund  which  has  been  or  may  be  derived 
from  the  sale  of  the  county  seminaries  and  the  property 
belonging  thereto,  the  moneys  and  property  heretofore 
held  for  such  seminaries,  all  fines  assessed  for  breaches 
of  the  penal  laws  of  tliis  State,  all  forfeitui'e  which  may 
accrue,  all  lands  and  other  estate  which  shall  escheat  to 
the  State  for  want  of  heirs  or  kindred  entitled  to  the  in- 
heritance, all  lands  which  have  been  or  may  be  hereafter 
granted  to  the  State,  when  no  special  object  is  expressed 
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AppUfNl  to  tiii 
turn  onlj. 


Counties  Jiublo 
for  fund. 


in  the  grant,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  thereof,  in- 
cluding the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  swamp  lands 
granted  to  the  State  of  Indiana  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  2Sth  September,  1850,  after  deducting  the  ex- 
penses of  selecting  and  draining  the  same,  the  taxes 
which  may  from  time  to  time  be  assessed  upon  the  pro- 
perty of  corporations  for  common  school  purposes,  the 
fund  arising  from  the  llith  section  of  the  charter  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Indiana,  and  unclaimed  fees  as  provided 
by  law,  shall  be  denominated  the  common  school  fund, 
the  income  of  which,  together  with  the  taxes  mentioned 
and  specified  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  ap- 
plied exclusively  to  furnishing  tuition  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  State. 

Sec.  3.  The  several  counties  of  this  State  shall  be 
held  liable  for  the  preservation  of  so  much  of  the  said 
fund  as  is  entrusted  to  them,  and  for  the  payment  of  the 
annual  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  established  bv  law. 


CORPORATIONS.  OFFICEKS  AXD  DUTIES. 


Civil  towa-^hipft 
to  l>e>  school 
townships 


DutlPti  of  clerk. 


Jiond  of  trtasur 


J^urtrtji  of  tr&Ur 


Duty  of  fKxtrd. 


Sec.  4.  Each  civil  township  in  the  several  counties 
in  this  State  is  hereby  declared  a  township  for  school 
purposes,  and  the  trustees  for  such  townships,  trustees 
for  school  purposes,  and  their  clerk  and  treasurer  shall 
be  the  clerk  and  treasurer  for  school  purposes. 

Sec.  5.  The  clerk  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  discharge  such 
duties  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  required  of  him. 

Sec.  0.  The  treasurer  shall  give  an  official  bond  for 
the  use  of  the  township,  to  be  approved  by  the  board, 
in  such  sum  and  with  such  security  as  the  board  may 
require,  which  bond  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  and  by  him  shall  be  recorded 
in  the  record  of  official  bonds. 

Sec.  7.  The  treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  be- 
longing or  which  may  be  apportioned  to  his  township, 
and  pay  out  the  same  upon  the  orders  of  the  board. 
Ho  shall  keep  accurate  accounts  of  his  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures, and  settle  with  the  board  at  least  once  in 
each  year,  and  as  often  as  tliey  may  require.  And, 
u})on  the  failure  of  any  such  treasurer  to  discluirge  any 
of  the  duties  enjoined  on  him  by  law,  the  trustees  shall 
cause  suit  to  be  instituted  against  liim,  on  his  official 
bond  ;  and  in  case  of  recovery  against  him,  the  Court 
rendering  judgment  sliall  assess  upon  the  amount  there- 
of ten  per  cent,  (himages,  to  be  included  in  said  judg- 
ment. 

Sec.  8.     The  board  of  trustees  shall  take  charcje  of 
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the  educational  aftairs  of  the  township,  employ  teachers, 
subject  to  the  provisions  liereaf'ter  mentioned,  and  chall 
establish  and  conveniently  locate  a  sufficient  number  of 
schools  for  the  education  of  the  children  therein.  They 
may  also  establisli  graded  schools,  or  such  modification? 
of  them  as  may  be  practicable. 

Sec  9.     They  shall  have  power  to  levy  a  tax  in  their  Tru-<ie«,^t,oiavy» 
respective  townships  tor  the  construction  and  repair  oi  tion  and  repair  of 
school  houses,  and  for  the  providing  of  furniture  and  '^''^"'  '"^"^*^ 
fuel  therefor;  but  no  such  tax  shall  exceed  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  pro- 
perty, and  fifty  cents  on  each  poll,  in  any  one  year,  and 
they  may  credit  each  tax-payer  upon  such  levy  with  credit  on  don*- 
two-thirds  of  any  tax  paid,  or  donation  made  for  the  yeftrepre^.'jTto 
building  of  school  houses,  w-ithin  five  years  prior  to  the  ^^"'• 
taking  effect  of  the  act  of  14  June,  IS 52;    and  they  Extra  tax  ton 
shall  levy  taxes  to  pay  any  amounts  due  for  the  erection  Smra-Jirunrter 
of  school  houses,  which  were  in  whole  or  in  part  erected  ^•^''""^^  '^*^- 
nnder  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  a  general  and  uniform  system  of  common  schools 
and  school  libraries,  and  matters  properly  connected 
therewith,''  approved  June  14,  1852.      And  any  tax-  i^onaiionsn^viv- 
payer  who  may  choose  to  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  futSTre^^Sl^Dd 
township  wherein  said  tax-payer  has  property  liable  to  [j;^^!^^,^^ ^'''*"" 
taxation,  any  amount  of  money,   or  furnish   building 
materials  for  the  construction  of  school  houses,  or  furni- 
ture, or  fuel  therefor,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  receipt  from 
the  trustees  of  said  township,  which  shall  exempt  such 
tax-payer  from  any  further  taxes  for  said  purposes  until 
the  taxes  of  such  tax-payer,  levied  for  said  purposes, 
would,  if  not  thus  paid,  amount  to  the  sum  or  value  of 
the  materials  so  paid:  Provided^  that  said  building  ma-  provi^). 
terials  or  furniture  and  fuel  shall  only  be  received  at  the 
option  of  the  proper  township  trustees. 

Sec.  10.     The  trustees  shall,  on  or  before  the  twen-  KDum^mtion 
tieth  day  of  September  in  each  year,  make  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  children  within  their  respective  tow^nships, 
distinguishing  those  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty- 
one,  and  the  sex  to  which  such  children  belong,  and 
excluding  married  persons,  and  at  the  time  of  making  Districts  fiectjv«, 
the  first  enumeration  hereafter  shall  inquire  of  the  par-  ^^t  annula.''^ 
ents  or  guardians  of  such  children,  or  persons  having 
charge  of  them,  to  which  school  they  desire  to  attach 
themselves;  and  upon  making  their  selection,  such  per- 
sons shall  be  considered  as  forming  the  district  or  asso- 
ciation for  school  purposes  of  the  school  selected,  and  no 
one  shall  be  allowed  thereafter  to  attach  themselves  to, 
or  have  the  privilege  of  any  other  school,  but  by  the 
consent  of  the  trustees,  for  good  cause  shown. 


^  COMMON    SCHOOLS. 

Hoi>ort  oontiiin-        Sec.  11.     In  making  the  enumeration  of  the  children, 
'^i^child^.nXnT  the  trustee  making  the  same  shall  specify  the  congre-s- 
Sj'^wSn  IT  he  sional  township  in  which  such  children  reside,  and  in 
filed  with  county  makins:  report  of  such  enumeration,  the  number  of  chil- 
dren  in  each  congressional  township  shall  I3e  set  out, 
which  report  shall  be  filed  with  the  proper  county  auditor 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  in  each  year. 
Kxiinber  of  child-      Sec.  12.     When  a  congressional  township  is  locate<. 
eu  auditor.         m  two  or  more  counties,  the  number  oi  children  m  each 
portion  thereof,  in  the  several  counties,  shall  be  fur- 
nished to  the  auditor  of  the  county  where  the  account  of 
the  congressional  fund  of  such  township  is  kept,  on  ov 
before  the  said  fii-st  day  of  October  in  each  and  every 

Tru?'t»^'>3  may         Veai*. 

iron^oEetown*"*      Sec.  13.     Whcu  persous  can  bc  bcttcr  accommodated 
«\i\p uj amthor.   ,^^  ^j^^^  school  of  an  adjoining  township,  the  trustees  of 
the  township  in  which  such  persons  reside  shall  transfer 
them  for  educational  purposes  to  such  adjoining  town- 
ship, and  notify  the  trustees  thereof  of  such  transfer, 
and  in  any  enumeration  the  children  of  such  persons 
shall  be  regarded  as  belonging  to  the  township  to  which 
they  have  been  transferred,  and  such  persons  shall,  for 
educational  purposes,  be  votera  in  such  adjoining  town- 
ship only. 
»-roportioQabie         Seg.  14.     Whcn  pcrsous  havc  been  so  transferred  tc> 
Sai'fu^d?o^6  an  adjoining  township,  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  town- 
So£''^  ^'^^  ^^^ip  i^  which  they  reside  shall  pay  over  to  the  township 
to  which  they  have  been  transferred  their  proportional 
share  of  the  avails  of  the  congressional  township  fund^ 
to  which  they  may  be  entitled,  for  their  use. 
r<atT  of  auditor       Sec.  15.     When  a  tax  shall  be  levied  for  the  purposes 
SwSp  ux.*^     hereinbefore  mentioned  in  any  township,  the  trusteee 
shall  make  out  and  file  with  the  county  auditor  a  list  of 
the  persons  wlio  have  been  transferred  for  educational 
purposes  to  an  adjoining  township,  and  also  of  such  per- 
sons as  may  liave  been  transferred  from  an  adjoining 
township  to  the  townsliip  in  which  such  tax  is  levied, 
and  the  auditor  in  making  the  assessment  of  such  tax 
shall  exclude  such  persons  as  may  have  been  transferre<l 
from  the  township,  and  include  such  persons  as  may  have 
been  transferred  to  it,  but  such  assessment  shall  only 
extend  to  the  property  situated  within  the  township  in 
which  sucli  person  resides. 
Taxtobecoik'ct-      Sec.  10.     The  couut}' auditor  sliall  take  the  assess- 
TniSinrrSthrr  mcnt  of  thc  property  for  State  and  county  pui-poses,  and 
SuS''"'^ ""^  shall  make  the  proper  assessment  of  the  tax  directed  by 
tlie  township  trustees,  in  the  same  manner  as  for  State 
and  county  revenue,  and  sliall  add  the  amount  of  said 
tax  to  his  duplicate,  in  an  appropriate  column,  and  the 
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taxes  shall  be  collected  by  the  county  treasurer  as  other 
revenues,  and  shall  be  paid  to  the  township  treasurer 
upon  the  warrant  of  the  auditor. 

Sp:c.   17.     Each   person   transferred   for   educational  Taxes,  how  a»- 
purposes  to  a  township  of  an  adjoining  county,  shall  pay  ^^SLi^t^eivl- 
to  the  treasurer  of  such  townsliip  (when  a  tax  is  levied  ""^ 
therein  for  the  purpose  aforesaid)  a  sum  equal  to  the  tax 
levied,  computing  the  same  upon  the  property  of  such 
pei*3on  in  the  tow^uship  where  he  resides,  according  to 
the  valuation  thereof,  by  the  proper  assessor,  and,  in 
default  of  such  payment,  shall  be  deban-ed  from  aluca- 
tional  privileges  in  the  township  to  which  he  may  have 
been  transferred,  and  the  trustees  thereof  shall  notify  the 
tnistees  of  the  township  in  which  he  resides  of  such  ex- 
clusion. 

Sec.  is.     When  any  board  of  township  trustees  shall  Y"'^'^^  t^=«  ^^w^** 
neglect  to  tile  with  the  county  auditor  an  enumeration  umeratio^^'aiS^ 
of  the  children  of  the  township,  as  hereinbefore  pro- 'aoU"  ^'^""^ '' 
vided,  the  county  auditor  shall,  within  twenty  days  after 
the  first  day  of  October  in  each  year,  employ  a  competent 
person  to  take  the  same,  and  allow  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation for  such  services,  and  shall  proceed  to  recover  the 
same,  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  the  use         • 
of  common  schools,  by  action  against  the  said  trustees 
in  their  individual  capacity,  and  in  such  suit  the  auditor 
shall  be  a  competent  witness. 

Sec.  19.     If  a  township  trustee  fail  to  discharge  any  Action  against 
of  the  duties  of  his  office,  any  person  may  maintain  an  J^^^^^p  *"^ 
action  against  him  for  every  such  ofiense,  in  the  name  of 
the  State  of  Indiana,  and  may  recover  for  the  use  of  the 
common  school  fimd  any  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  20.     Any  person  elected  or  appoint-ed  a  town-  p.^^jty  r^gainrt 
ship  trustee,  who  shall  fail  to  qualify  and  serve  as  such,  J^'^^/*^' ^"°^ 
shall  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  to  be  recovered  as 
specified  in  the  preceding  section,  for  the  use  therein 
named,  unless  such  person  shall  have  previously  served 
as  such  trustee. 

RKJHTS  AND  fRlTIEJB<>Es  OP  IXCXHIPORATED  TOWNS  AND  CITIES. 

Sec.  21.  Incorporated  towns  and  cities  shall  consti-  Powere&nddu- 
tute  school  corporations,  independent  of  the  townships  S  "kki"*'^'**^ 
in  which  they  may  be  situated,  and  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  proportional  amount  of  school  ftinds  to  which  the 
number  of  children  between  the  ages  prescribed  by  law 
will  entitle  them,  and  shall,  by  trustees  elected  by  the 
people,  or  by  officers  appointed  by  the  corporation,  per- 
form all  the  duties  required  of  township  trustees,  and 
exercise  all  the  powers  vested  in  such  trust-ees,  prepare 


to  etjTve. 
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and  file  with  the  county  auditor  all  the  reports  required 
of  and  be  subject  to  all  the  liabilities  of  such  trustees. 
They  shall  have  power  to  establish  graded  schools,  and 
generally  to  do  and  perform  all  other  acts  which  by  this 
act  are  authorized  to  be  done  and  performed  by  town- 
proviso.  ship  trustees :  Provided,  however^  that  in  case  any  school 

district  within  the  limits  of  such  city  or  town  shall  have 
heretofore  contracted  debts  for  school  purposes,  such 
city  or   town  shall   make   provision   for  the   payment 
thereof.     The  same  transfers  may  be  made  for  educa- 
tional purposes  from  the  neighborhood  of  any  such  city 
or  town  to  such  city  or  town,  and  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  are  hereinbefore  provided  in  relation  to 
transfers  from  one  township  to  another. 
Tru8te«,s  of  town-      Sec.  22.    Towushlp  trustecs  aud  thc  trustecs  of  towus 
towns  and  citi(vs,  aud  citlcs,  aud  officers  appointed  by  such  towns  and 
SaSmo'lit/Sn  or  citics  to  mauagc  their  educational  concerns,  shall  an- 
o^tober  ?f'  ^h""^  nually,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October,  make  a  full 
year.  Statement  of  all   their   proceedings,  receipts,  and  ex- 

penditures, for  the  year  preceding,  and  shall  cause,  the 
same  to  be  published,  by  posting  the  same   in  three 
public  places  in  their  reep^ctive  townships  or  corporate 
limits. 
Teacher  to  report      Sec.  23.     To  cuablc  towuship  trustccs  to  malvC  the 
tLl^Bhowing"^"^  reports  which  are  required  of  them  by  this  act,  the 
ar8"idmitte.r*"^'"  tcachcr  of  cach  and  every  school  shall,  at  the  expiration 
during  term.  &c.  of  thc  term  of  thc  school  for  which  he  shall  have  been 
employed,  furnish  a  complete  report  to  such  trustees, 
verified  by  affidavit,  showing  the  number  of  scholars  ad- 
mitted during  the  term,  distinguishing  between  males 
and  females,  and  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty- 
one,  and  also  those  over  the  age  of  twenty- one  years, 
the  average  attendance,  books  used,  branches  taught,  and 
number  of  pupils  engaged  in  the  study  of  eacli  branch ; 
and  until  such  report  shall  have  been  so  filed,  such 
trustees  shall  make  no  payment  to  such  teacher  for  ser- 
vices. 
Teachera  in  in-         Sec.  24.     Tcachcrs  cuiploycd  in  incoi-jjorated  cities 
o^EloJ^^rt  and  towns  shall  make  the  same  reports  to  the  officers 
^-  having  charge  of  the  schools  of  such  cities  an  1  towns. 

DntyoftownHiiip       Skc.  25.     The  towusliip  trustees  shall,  in  their  report 
tion  totiUrrc-    to  the  couutv  auditor  of  the  enumeration  of  tlie  chiLiren 
aulin.i^*'''""^^    of  their  respective   townshi[)S,  furnish    to   the   county 
auditor   the   statistical  information  obtained  from  the 
teachers  of  the  schools  of  their  respective  townships. 
Dutyofcoui.ty         Sec.  26.     Tlic  couuty  au  litor  shall,  on  or  before  the 
Sup^riuVndon'r  first  I^IoTiday  of  November,  annually,  make  out  and  for- 
ward  to  the  State  SuperinteiKlent  the  enumeration  of 
their  respective  counties,  with  the  same  particular  (lis. 
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crimination  required  of  the  township  tnistees;  he  shall 
also  furnish  the  statistical  information  exhibited  in  the 
reports  of  such  trustees,  in  such  form  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Superintendent. 

Sec.  27.     The   schools   in   each   township   shall   be  schoohtobe 
taught  an  equal  length  of  time,  without  regard  to  the  SfSJof  uS^* 
vliversity  in  the  number  of  pupils  at  the  several  schools. 

OP  THE  LANDS  HKLONGINO  TO  THK  CONGRESSIONAL  TOWNSHH*  FUND. 

Sec.  28.     The  custody  and  care  of  all  lands  belong-  Trustees  ^  hav« 
ing  to  the  congi^essional  township  fund  shall  be  wdth  Ss"?*  *"  "^^^^ 
the  trustees  of  the  civil   township  in  which  the  same 
shall  be  situated. 

Sec.  29.  They  shall  have  power,  when  directed  so  May  ip«j^.- th^m. 
to  do  by  a  vote,  or  by  the  written  direction  of  a  majori- 
ty of  the  voters  of  the  congressional  township  to  which 
the  same  belongs,  to  lease  such  lands  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  seven  years,  reserving  rents  payable  in  mo- 
ney, property,  or  improvements  upon  the  land  as  may 
be  directed  by  the  majority  of  such  votes. 

Sec.  30.     Where  the  sixteenth  section,  or  the  section  if  the  icth  8«v 
which  may  be  granted  in  lieu  thereof,  shall  be  divided  ^"nt^d^n^u^i! 
by  a  county  or  civil  township  line,  the  voters  of  the  con-  5ed'b^*counti'L 
gressional  township  to  which  the  same  belongs,  shall  township  una. 
designate  by  a  vote  or  by  the  written  direction  of  a  ma-  ana  cuetoly  of 
jority,  the  trustees  of  one  of  the  civil  townships  includ-  ^thorlfy*'^''^'^ 
ing  a  part  of  the  said  section,  to  have  the  care  and  cus- 
tody of  such  section,  and  to  carry  out  the  directions  of 
the  voters   of  the  congressional  township   in   relation 
thereto,  and  the  trustees  so  designated  shall  have  the 
same  powers  and  perform  the  same  duties  as  if  the  en- 
tire section  was  situated  within  the  limits  of  their  civil 
township. 

Sec.  31.     Such  trustees  shall  have  all  the  rights  and  '^tees  tohava 
powers  of  a  landlord,  in  their  official  name,  in  coercing  eifo/a^^ndK 
fulfillments  of  contracts  relating  to  such  lands  and  pro- 
venting  waste  or  damage,  or  of  recovery  for  the  same 
when  committed. 

Sec.  32.  At  any  time  when  five  voters  of  any  con-  proceedings  upon 
gressional  township  shall,  by  petition  to  the  trustees  {^"1'''"  ^^  *^" 
having  charge  of  the  school  land  belonging  to  such  town- 
ship, set  forth  their  desire  for  the  sale  of  all  or  any  part 
of  the  school  land,  the  trustees  shall  give  notice  in  five 
public  places  in  ;3uch  township  of  the  time  and  place 
in  such  township  when  and  where  a  balloting  will  be 
had  to  determine  whether  the  land  shall  be  sold  as  peti- 
tioned for  or  not,  which  notice  shall  be  given  at  least 
twenty  days  before  the  time  specified  therein. 


^ote  ftivorahla 
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.>,pj  of  petifipn      Sec.  33.     A  copy  of  such  petition  shall  be  entered  on 
the  book  containing  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
such  trustees,  and  their  action  thereon  shall  also  be  re- 
corded. 
ifanmirofvbtiQK      Sec.  34.     If  ix  voter  favor  the  sale  of  such  land  he 
shall  write  on  his  ballot  the  word  '"sale,"  if  he  oppose 
the  sale  he  shall  write  the  words  "no  sale." 
ihijinity  rnxut         Sec.  35.     'No  such  salc  shall  be  allowed  unless  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  votes  cast  in  such  township  shall  vote 
in  favor  of  it,  nor  unless  the  number  of  votes  constitu- 
ting such  majoritj'  shall  exceed  fifteen 
ctertiflrate  of  Sec.  36.     Ouc  of  tlic  trustccs,  to  bc  designated  by 

""""  the  board,  shall  attend  at  the  time  and  place  specified, 

who  shall  make  out  a  certificate  showing  the  number  of 
votes  given  for  and  against  such  sale,  which  shall  be 
signed  by  him,  and  delivered  to  the  board  of  township 
trustees,  who  shall  enter  the  same  upon  their  record 
book. 
I  prtx««><TiQg-.  np^        Sec.  37.     Such  trustees,  if  satisfied  that  a  majority  and 

mr^.  r»  o        juQi-e  than  fifteen  voters  have  voted  for  such  sale,  shall 
enter  their  opinion  upon  their  record  book,  and  proceed, 
' '  First — To  divide  the  lands  so  voted  to  be  sold  into 

such  lots  as  will  insure  the  best  price. 

Second — To  affix  a  minimum  price  to  each  lot,  not 
less  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  be- 
low which  it  shall  not  be  sold. 

Third — To  certify  such  division  and  ap])raisement  to 
the  proper  county  auditor,  together  with  a  copy  of  all 
their  proceedings  had  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  said 
h  lands. 

ortiftovte  anfi  Sec.  3S.  Sucli  Certificate  and  return  shall  by  such 
hleS^JSj^'^  auditor  be  laid  before  the  board  of  county  commission- 
TSST'Sct  era  at  their  first  meeting  thereafter,  and 'said  board,  if 
iu..j  to  i«ew>uL  satisfied  that  the  requirements  of  the  law  have  been  sub- 
stantially complied  with,  shall  direct  such  land  to  bo 
Bokl,  which  sale  shall  be  conducted  as  follows: 

First — It  shall  be  made  by  the  au;litor  and  treasurer. 

Second — Four  weeks'  notice  of  the  same  shall  be  given 

by  ])03ting  uj)  notices  thereof,  in  three  public  phices  in 

the  township  where  the  land  is  situated,  and  at  the  court 

house  door,  and  by  publication  in  a  newspaper  published 

in  said  county,  if  any,  otherwise  in  the  newsj^aper  in  the 

State,  nearest  thereto. 

ts-nas  of  t<aie.         Sec.  39.     Ouc  fourth  of  the  purchase  money  sliall  be 

paid  in  hand,  and  interest  for  the  residue  ibr  one  year  in 

az-lvance,  and  the  residue  in  ten  years  from  such  sale, 

with  like  interest  annually  in  advance. 

\rh«m contract         Si'X;.  40.     On  failure  to  pay  any  such  annual  interest 

when  the  same  becomes  due,  the  contract  shall  become 


to  bt}  fort-Jtod. 
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forfeited,  and  the  land  shall  immediately  revert  to  the 
township,  and  the  auditor  and  treasurer  shall  forthwith 
proceed  again  to  sell  the  same  on  the  t.rms  above  speci- 
fied. 

Sec.  41.     If  on  such  second  sale,  such  land  shall  pro-  »Tt>cwddoffi^<> 
duce  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  sum  owing  therefor,  ""  ^'^ 
with  interest  and  costs,  and  five  per  cent,  damages,  the 
residue  shall,  when  collected,  be  paid  over  to  the  first 
purchaser,  or  his  legal  representative. 

Sec.  42.     At  any  time  before  sale,  payment  of  the  how  original  r» 
sum  due  with  interest  for  the  delay,  §^nd  all  costs,  to-  "^***' 
gether  with  two  per  cent,  damages  on  the  sum  due  for 
said  land,  shall  prevent  such  sale  and  revive  the  original 
contract. 

Sec.  43.     In  case  of  such  forfeiture,  the  original  pur-  mease  <a  i^issa. 
chaser  may  be  sued  for  waste  or  unnecessary  injury  done 
to  such  land. 

Sec.  44.     Such  suit  shall  be  prosecuted  by  the  audit-  gutt- 
er in  the  name  of  the  State,  for  the  use  of  the  proper 
congressional  township. 

Sec  45.     When  any  land  offered  for  sale,  at  public  ivivKt^KcK 
auction,  shall  remain  unsold,  the  county  auditor  may 
dispose  of  the  same  at  private  sale  for  the  best  price 
that  can  be  had  therefor,  not  being  less  than  the  mini- 
mum price  affixed  thereto. 

Sec  46.  A  certified  statement  of  such  sale  shall  be  statement  or 
male  and  signed  by  the  auditor,  and  being  first  record- 
txl  by  such  auditor  in  the  records  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  purchaser  when 
he  makes  his  first  payment,  and  shall  entitle  him  to  a  deed 
when  the  terms  of  such  purchase  shall  have  been  fully 
complied  with. 

Sec  47.     Every  purchaser  until  forfeiture,  shall  be  Right  af  pup=ha. 
entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  possession  before  existing  in  ^^''' 
such  trustees  or  townships,  and  to  all  rights  and  remedies 
for  rents  becoming  due,  or  breaches  of  covenant  accruing 
after  his  puchase,  under  any  lease  existing  at  the  time 
of  his  purchase,  and  for  all  Avaste  committed  thereafter. 

Sec.  48.  A  purchaser  at  such  sale  failing  to  make  Ten  per  cool 
the  first  payment  as  above  required,  shall  pay  ten  per  i^tdfJ^^"  "^ 
centum  on  the  sum  bid,  to  be  recovered  by  action  before 
any  court  having  jurisdiction,  to  be  prosecuted  for  by 
the  county  auditor  in  the  name  of  the  State,  for  the  use 
of  the  proper  township,  and  the  auditor  and  treasurer 
shall  be  competent  witnesses. 

Sec.  49.    Assignmentsof  certificates  of  purchase  shall  Assigma^nt. 
be  valid  only,  if  acknowledged  before  the  county  auditor, 
who  shall  record  the  same. 

Sko.  .50.  When  a  residue  of  purchase  money  becomes  Paymeat  of  ic^ 
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due,  the  purchaser  may  retain  the  same  as  a  loan,  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  three  years,  on  payment  annually  in 
advance  of  the  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  then  establish- 
ed by  law  for  loans  of  such  funds,  but  he  shall  receive 
no  deed  until  full  payment  is  made. 

Sec.  51.  Purchasers  may  at  any  time  before  due, 
pay  a  part  or  the  whole  of  such  purchase  money. 

Sec.  52.  When  any  such  certificate  shall  be  lost  or 
destroyed  before  a  deed  be  made,  on  proof  thereof  by 
affidavit  of  the  person  interested,  or  other  competent 
testimony  to  be  filed  with  the  county  auditor,  and  after 
three  months'  notice  of  intention  to  apply  for  a  new  cer- 
tificate given  in  some  newspaper  published  nearest  to 
where  the  land  lies,  such  auditor  may  issue  the  same  to 
the  person  entitled  thereto. 

Sec.  53.  Purchase  money  and  interest,  and  all  costs 
and  damages  above  provided  for,  shall  be  paid  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  proper  county,  and  his  receipt  therefor 
filed  by  the  person  paying  with  the  county  auditor,  who 
shall  issue  his  quietus  therefor. 

Sec.  54.  When  such  payment  is  in  completion  of  any 
contract  of  sale,  the  amount  of  such  receipt  shall  be  en- 
dorsed by  the  county  auditor  on  the  certificate  of  pur- 
chase. 

Sec.  55.  On  full  payment  for  such  land,  a  deed  shall 
be  executed  by  the  county  auditor  and  entered  on  the 
record  book  of  the  board  of  the  county  commissioners. 

Sec.  56.  Such  deed  shall  be  executed  and  acknowl- 
edged at  the  cost  of  the  grantee  by  the  county  auditor 
as  in  other  cases,  and  thus  executed  and  delivered,  shall 
vest  the  grantee,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  a  com- 
plete title  to  the  land. 

Sec.  57.  The  voters  of  any  congressional  township 
may,  in  the  absence  of  a  vote  to  sell  land,  and  in  lieu 
thereof,  petition  the  proper  board  of  township  trustees 
for  such  sale,  and  such  petition,  if  signed  by  a  majority 
of  all  the  voters  of  the  township,  shall  be  filed  with  the 
county  auditor,  and  the  same  procL*edings  shall  be  had  as 
are  provided  in  the  preceding  sections  upon  a  vote  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  township  for  such  sale.  Such  peti- 
tion and  certificate  shall  also  be  recorded  in  the  record 
book  of  the  board  of  township  trustees  and  of  the  coun- 
ty auditor. 


OF   THE   INVKSTMKNT    OK    FUNDS    IIKLl*  KOIl    TUK    HKNKKJT   OF   COMMON 
J^CIIOOU^  AJVD  CONGUKHSIONAL  TOWNSHIPS. 


jMndpai of fnn.i       ggc,  53,     Tlic  principal  of  all  moneys,  whether  be- 
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frum 


slonal  townships,  anil  received  into  the  county  ti-easury,  8«.-vf.-n  p*r 
shall  be  loaned,  and  the  interest  paid  out,  as  prescribed  dlZ"' 
in  this  act;  and  any  judgment  upon  any  such  note  or 
mortgage  shall  bear  seven  per  cent,  interest  from  the 
date  Uiereof  till  the  same  is  paid. 

Sec.  59.  Such  loans  shall  be  made  by  the  county  Loan-,  to rw n.a<v 
auditor,  who  shall' inform  himself  of  the  value  of  all  ^^^/=^""*^' ^'"^^''^ 
real  estate  offered  in  mortgage,  and  be  satisfied  of  the 
validity  of  the  title  thereof,  and  all  persons  applying  for 
a  loan  shall  produce  to  said  auditor  title  papers,  showing 
a  clear  title  in  fee  simple,  without  incumbrance,  and  not 
derived  through  any  executor's  or  administrator's  sale, 
or  sale  on  execution,  or  sale  for  taxes. 

Sec.  60.    The  township  trustees,  or  three  disinterested  Appr.u^m.'nt. 
freeholders  of  the  neighborhood,  shall  appraise  any  land 
offered  in  mortgage. 

Sec.  6 1 .     Such  appraisers,  being  first  officially  sworn,  Duty  of  appraw- 
shall  examine  and  appraise  such  land,  and  sign  and  give  '^'^ 
to  the  applicant  a  certificate,  setting  forth  the  fair  cash 
value  of  the  land  at  the  time,  without  taking  into  con- 
sideration perishable  improvements. 

Sec.  62.     In  making  such  loans  preference  shall  be  H«fereiic«  t<>  id^ 
given  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  if  the  security  be  equity"!  "^^^ 
adequate,  and  no  land  shall  be  received  as  security  un- 
less situated  in  the  county  where  the  loan  is  made. 

Sec,  63.     The  amount  loaned  to  any  person  or  com- 
pany shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  61.     The  applicant  for  a  loan  shall  file  with  the  iDc-umbraocea. 
auditor  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  and  recorder,  showing 
that  there  is  no  incumbrance  on  said  land  in  either  of 
their  offices. 

Sec,  65.     Such  applicant  shall  also  make  oath  that  oathoftuie 
there  is  no  incumbrance  or  better  claim  that  he  knows 
of,  and  that  the  abstract  of  title  presented  by  him  is,  as 
he  believes,  a  true  one. 

Sec.  66.     No  such  loan  shall  be  made  for  a  longer  Time  of  loan.; 
term  than  five  years. 

Sec.  67.     The  sum  loaned  shall  not  exceed  one-half '"'^^t to oxc^-'e-ioue 
of  the  appraised  value  of  the  premises  proposed  to  be  vaiu.?^^^'^''''*^ 
mortgaged,  clear  of  all  perishable  improvements. 

Sec.  68.     The  auditor  shall  have  power  to  administer  oath. 
all  oaths  and  take  all  acknowledgments  required  by  this 
act. 

Sec.  09.     Mortgages  taken  for  such  loans  shall  be  Recontof  mort- 
considered  as  of  record  from  the  date  thereof,  and  shall  ha^rpSrity  of 
have  priority  of  all  mortgages  or  conveyances  not  pre-  pre^oS^?^"*^^ 
viously  recorded,  and  of  all  other  liens  not  pi*eviously  "*^'"'^^- 
incurred  in  the  county  where  the  land  lies. 

Ssc.  70.     The  auditor  shall  cause  such  mortgages  to  cx«t  of  recording. 
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be  recorded  immediately,  retaining  the  cost  of  recording 
out  of  the  money  borrowed. 

Sec.  71.  The  rate  of  interest  shall  be  seven  per  centum 
per  annum,  payable  annually  in  advance. 

Sec.  72.  On  failure  to  pay  any  installment  of  inter- 
est when  the  same  becomes  due,  the  principal  sum  shall 
forthwith  become  due  and  payable,  and  the  note  and 
mortgage  may  be  proceeded  on  and  collected. 

Sec.  73.  The  mortgage  may  be  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows, and  the  auditor  shall  specify  therein  whether  the 
same  belongs  to  the  common  school  fund  or  to  the  con- 
gressional township  fund,  and  if  to  the  latter,  the  parti- 
cular township  w^hose  funds  are  thus  loaned. 

yORM  OF  THE  5I0RTGAGE. 


Sec.  74.     I,  A.  B.,  of  the  county  of 


-,  in  the  State 
of  Indiana,  for  the  use  of  (here  describe  the  fund  out  of 
which  the  loan  is  made)  mortgage  all  (here  describe  the 

land)  for  the  payment  of dollars,  with  interest  at 

the  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  annually 
in  advance,  according  to  the  conditions  of  the  note 
hereto  annexed. 

Sec.  75.  The  note  accompanying  the  same  may  be 
in  substance  as  follows,  to  wit:  I,  A.  B..  promise  to 
pay  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  the  use  (here  recite  the 

particular  fund)  on  or  before  the the  sum  of 

dollars,  with  the  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  seven 
per  cent,  per  annum,  in  advance,  commencing  on  the 

day  of ,  18 — ,  and  do  agree  that  in  case  of 

failure  to  pay  an  installment  of  said  interest  when  the 
same  shall  be  duo,  the  principal  sum  shall  become  due 
and  payable,  together  with  all  arreai*s  of  interest;  and 
on  failure  to  pay  such  principal  or  interest  when  due, 
two  per  cent,  damages  shall  be  collected,  with  costs,  and 
the  premises  mortgaged  may  be  forthwith  sold  by  the 
county  auditor  for  the  payment  of  such  principal  sum, 
interest,  damages  and  costs. 

Sec.  76.  On  making  loan  of  any  fund,  the  auditor 
shall  draw  his  warrant  in  favor  of  the  borrower  upon 
the  county  treasurer,  who  shall  charge  it  to  the  proper 
fund. 

Sec.  77.  All  loans  refunded,  and  all  interest,  shall 
wt^pawto  trea*.  ^^  ^^-j  ^^  ^^iQ  couuty  troasurcr,  and  his  receipt  shall  be 
filed  with  the  county  auditor,  who  shall  give  the  payer 
a  quietus  therefor,  and  make  the  proper  entries. 

Sec.  78.  Whenever  the  amount  due  on  any  mort- 
gage shall  be  paid,  and  the  treasurer's  receipt  therefor 
filed,  the  auditor  shall  indorse  on  the  note  and  mortgage 
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that  the  same  have  been  fully  satisfied,  and  surrender 
the  same  to  the  person  entitlevl  thereto  ;  and  on  the  pro- 
duction of  the  same  thus  indorsed,  the  recorder  shall  en- 
ter satisfaction  upon  the  record. 

Sec.  79.  Wli en  the  interest  or  principal  of  any  such 
loan  shall  become  due  and  remain  unpaid,  the  auditor 
shall  proceed  to  collect  the  same  by  suit  on  the  note,  or 
by  sale  of  the  mortgaged  premises,  or  both,  at  his  op- 
tion; he  may  also,  by  suit,  recover  possession  of  the 
mortgaged  premises  before  sale  thereof. 

Sec.  80.  In  case  of  suit  on  the  note  and  judgment 
thereon,  no  appraisement  of  property  shall  be  allowed. 

Sec.  81.  Before  sale  of  mortgaged  premises,  the  au- 
ditor shall  advertise  the  same  in  some  newspaper  pub- 
lished in  the  county  where  the  land  lies,  if  any  there  be, 
otherwise  in  a  paper  in  the  State  nearest  thereto,  for 
three  weeks  successively,  and  also  by  notices  set  up  at 
tlie  court  house  door,  and  in  three  public  places  in  the 
township  in  which  the  land  lies. 

Sec.  82.  At  such  sale,  which  shall  be  held  at  the 
court  house  door,  the  auditor  shall  sell  so  much  of  the 
mortgaged  premises,  to  the  highest  bidder  for' cash,  as 
will  pay  the  amount  due  for  principal,  interest,  dama,- 
ges  and  costs. 

Sec.  83.  In  case  of  no  bid  for  the  amount  due,  the 
auditor  shall  bid  in  the  same,  on  account  of  the  fund, 
and  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  shall  sell  the  same, 
having  first  caused  it  to  be  appi-aised  by  the  township 
trustees,  on  a  credit  of  five  years,  interest  at  seven  per 
cent,  per  annum,  being  payable  annually  in  advance, 
but  no  such  sale  shall  be  for  a  less  sum,  than  the  ap- 
praised value  thereof. 

Sec.  84.  Lands  heretofore  bought  in,  on  account  of 
the  fund,  which  have  been  appraised,  shall  be  sold  in 
like  manner. 

Sec.  85.  Upon  full  payment  being  made  for  such 
lands,  the  deeds  therefor  shall  be  executed  by  the  coun- 
ty auditor,  and  shall  be  entered  in  the  records  of  the 
board  of  county  commissioners  before  delivery. 

Sec.  86.  At  the  public  sale  at  the  court  house  door, 
provided  for  in  this  act,  the  county  treasurer  shall  also 
attend,  and  make  a  statement  of  such  sales,  which  shall 
be  signed  by  the  auditor  and  treasurer,  and  afler  being 
recorded  in  the  auditor's  office,  shall  be  filed  in  the  treas- 
urer's office,  and  such  record,  or  a  copy  thereof  authen- 
ticated by  the  auditor  or  treasurer's  certificate,  shall  be 
received  as  evidence  of  the  matters  therein  contained. 

Sec.  87.  When  any  land  is  bid  ofi"  by  the  auditor,  at 
such  sale,  no  deed  need  be  made  therefor  to  the  State,  but 
2-S,  L. 
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the  statement  of  such  sale,  and  the  record  thereof,  shall 
vest  the  title  in  the  State  for  the  use  of  the  proper  fnu'l. 

Sec.  S8.  Annual  reports  of  the  operations  of  their 
respective  offices,  in  ref2:ard  to  loans  and  payments  ItT 
school  purposes,  and  to  all  moneys  received  on  account  of 
the  common  school  fund,  and  of  the  congressional  town- 
ship fund,  shall  be  made  by  the  county  treasurer  and 
auditor  to  the  board  of  county  commissioners  at  the  first 
session  after  the  annual  distribution  of  the  school  fun  I. 

Sec  89.  Forms  and  modes  of  book-keeping  shall 
from  time  to  time,  be  prescribed  for  the  county  auditors 
and  treasurers,  by  the  Auditor  of  State. 

Sec.  90.  The  board  of  county  commissioners  shall 
annually  at  their  first  session  after  the  distribution  of 
the  common  school  fund,  in  the  presence  ol  the  county 
auditor  and  treasurer,  examine  the  accounts  and  pro- 
ceedings of  such  officers  in  relation  to  the  said  funds; 
they  shall  also  inquire  into  the  safety  of  the  sev^^ral 
loans  made  of  said  fimds  and  examine  and  compare  the 
cash  notes,  and  mortgages,  with  the  records,  books  and 
reports. 

Sec,  91.  Said  board  shall  make  a  report  of  the  re- 
sult of  such  examination  showing : 

First.  The  amount  refunded,  and  the  amount  reloaned, 
and  the  safety  thereof. 

Second.  The  amount  of  interest  received  and  the 
amount  paid  over. 

Sec.  92.  Such  report  shall  be  entered  on  the  records 
of  said  board,  and  copies  tliereoi  signed  by  the  nivmbers 
of  the  board,  the  auditor  and  treasurer,  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Auditor  of  State,  and  to  the  State  Super- 
intendent ol*  Public  Instruction. 

Sec  93.  County  auditors  shall  receive  for  their  ser- 
vices in  managing  the  school  fund,  the  two  per  cent, 
damages  accruing  on  all  sales  for  the  non-payment  of 
loans,  and  three  per  cent,  on  all  disbursements  of  inte- 
rest, and  the  county  treasurer  shall  receive  two  per  cent, 
on  all  disbursements  of  interest,  and  tw^o  per  tent,  on 
the  amount  of  school  tax  disbursed. 

Sec  94.  The  following  fees  only  shall  l)e  charged  in 
case  of  mortgage  for  loans  : 

To  each  appraiser, 50  cents. 

For  recording  mortgage, 50  cents. 

For  drawing  mortgage, 50  cents. 

For  taking  borrower's  affidavit, 10  cents. 

For  (*lerk  and  recorder's  certificate,  and 

examining  title,  each,  •  •    •      25  cents. 

Which  shall  be  paid  by  the  borrower. 
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or  Tii;;  distribution  of  tiik  snnoL  fund. 

Seo.  95.     Th3  coiintv  an  lit(n*  of  each  of  tlio  several  county auditm 
eouutics   of  this   State/shall,  anmuillv,   on  the  fourth  [yl^^^^l^pS^"^^ 
Moil  lav  of  March,  make  out  an  I  forwari  to  the  Supir-  [t'\^«"/  "'J"^^ 

•^  r»    1  1  •        T  1^  liC  ia.^tructiuo. 

int.*n  lent  of  iubhc  instruction,  a  statement  showing 
the  amount  of  interest  on  han  I  for  distribution,  in  his 
own  county,  arising  from  loans  of  the  congressional 
township  fun  1,  an  I  also  the  amount  on  hand  for  distri- 
bution in  parts  of  townships  in  the  adjacent  counties, 
specitjing  the  amount  on  han  I  for  each  of  the  several 
counties. 

8kg.  96.  In  making  such  stat.'ni^nt,  he  shall  specify  whatropon 
the  amount  of  interest  belonging  to  each  township  and  ^^^^^"*^'^- 
parts  of  townships,  and  the  county  in  which  the  same 
is  situated,  an  1  where  a  congressional  township  lies 
partly  in  one  county  and  partly  in  another,  the  an  litor 
of  the  county  in  which  the  fun  I  of  such  township  is 
manage  1  shall,  in  a  klition  to  notitying  the  snperintenl- 
ent  of  the  amount  due  to  each  portion,  notify  also  the 
au  iitor  of  the  county  in  which  any  portion  is  situated 
of  thj  amount  due  to  snch  portion. 

Seo.  97.  The  State  Snpennt.^n  lent  shall  annually,  by  statement  of 
the  fourth  Mon  lay  in  April  in  each  year,  make  ont  a  state-  Sadlnt"!^^*" 
ment  showing  the  number  of  scholars  in  each  county  of 
the  State,  the  amount  of  the  income  of  the  common 
school  funl  in  each  county  for  distribution,  and  the 
amonnt  of  taxes  collected  for  school  purposes,  and  shall 
apportion  the  same  to  the  several  counties  of  the  State, 
accor  ling  to  the  enumeration  of  scholars  therein,  with- 
out taking  into  consideration  the  congressional  township 
inn  1  in  such  distribution. 

Sec.  98.  He  shall  file  with  the  Auditor  of  State  a  Hetofiiostat^ 
state-ment,  showing  the  amount  of  the  income  of  the  l^w'lSt^" 
common  school  fund  to  which  each  county  is  entitled, 
who  shall  arrange  the  transfers  between  the  counties,  and 
in  case  it  shall  be  found  inconvenient  to  draw  upon 
those  counties  having  an  excess  in  favor  of  those  coun- 
ties having  a  deficiency,  the  county  treasurer  (on  being 
thereto  required  by  the  Treasurer  of  State.)  shall  pay 
such  excess  into  the  State  Treasury. 

Sec.  99.     To  enable  the  State  Superintendent  to  make  county  tnsm- 
such  apportionment,  county  treasurers,  at  the  time  of  Siipenntendent 
making  their  annual  settlement,  shall  ftirnish  to  the  2^"*^°*^^*"-' 
superintendent  a  statement  of  the  income  of  the  common 
school  fimd  in  their  hands. 

Sec.  100.     The  superintendent  shall,  immediately  af-  saporintendeDt 
t«r  making  such  apportionment,  inform  the  county  audi-  *^  "^^"^"^  "'^^^y 
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kudit^i-sofam^  tors  of  the  amount  to  which  their  countv  is  entitled  of 
eotitiod  to.         ^^^  common  school  timcl. 

Duty  of  r.crunty  Sec.  101.  Thc  treasm'er  of  tlic  scveral  counties  shiill 
.nS"trdi?tnH>u  annually,  on  the  third  Monday  of  May,  make  distribu- 
t'ion.  tion  of  tlie  income  of  the  common  school  fund  to  which 

his  county  is  entitled,  (upon  the  warrant  of  tlie  county 
auditor,)  to  the  several  townships  and  incorporated  cities 
and  towns  of  the  county,  which  payment  shall  be  made 
to  the  treasurer  of  each  township,  and  in  making  the 
said  distribution,  the  auditor  shall  ascertain  the  amount 
of  the  congressional  township  fund  belonging  to  each 
city,  town,  and  township,  and  shall  so  apportion  the  in- 
come of  the  common  school  fund  as  to  equalize  the 
amount  of  available  funds  in  each  city,  town,  and  town- 
ship, as  near  as  may  be,  according  to  the  number  of 
t>ruvi^o.  scholars  therein:    Provided^  however^  that  in  no  case 

shall  the  income  of  the  congressional  -township  fand 
belonging  to  any  congressional  township,  or  part  of 
such  township,  be  diminished  by  such  distribution  and 
diverted  to  any  other  township. 


OF  THLJ  MANAGKMKNT  OF  TIIH  SCIIOOIii.  v  V 


Town^^np tru3-  Sec.  102.  Thc  towusliip  trustccs  shall  designate  the 
SjS's  1?y  ?Ii^  several  schools  of  their  respective  townships  by  num- 
^'''■*-  bers,  as  ''School  Number  — ,"   and   the   inhabitants, 

whether  residing  in  or  out  of  the  township,  who  shall 
have  designpvted  any  school  in  such  township  as  the  one 
to  which  they  desire  to  be  attached,  as  provided  in  sec- 
iiow 'lirvjctors      tlou  thirteen  of  this  act,  shall  meet  annually,  on  the  first 
urecbcsen.         Saturday  of  October,  at  the  school  house,  if  there  be 
any,  if  not,  at  some  convenient  place,  to  be  designated 
in  the  notice  of  such  meeting,  and  choose  one  of  their 
number  director  of  such   school,  who,  before  entering 
upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  shall  take  an  oath  faith- 
fully to  discharge  the  same. 
Dir.^toriTu^yr.'Ui      Stx:.  103.     Other  meetings  of  such  inhabitants  may 
m^ungs  at  any  |^  \^q\^  at  any  time,  upon  the  c^all  of  th(^  director  or  any 

five  of  the  inhabitants. 
Notice t.f :•.>!>.>: ing  g^c.  104.  At  Icast  fivc  days'  notice  shall  be  given  of 
such  school  meeting,  by  posting  notices  in  five  public 
pliices  in  the  vicinity,  but  no  meeting  shall  be  illegal,  for 
want  of  Bucli  notice,  in  the  absence  of  fraud, 
pownrsof  school  Sec.  105.  Such  school  mcctings  shall  have  power  to 
designate  the  teacher  whom  they  desire  to  teach  their 
school,  to  determine  what  branclu^  they  desire  shall  bo 
taught  in  such  school,  to  designat^^j  such  repairs  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  to  their  school  house,  to  memorial- 
ize the  township  trustees  for  the  removal  of  their  school 


me«Jting. 
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house  to  a  more  convenient  location,  or  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  one,  and  upon  any  other  subject  connected  with 
their  school  or  township. 

Sec.  106.     When  such   meeting   shall   petition   the  i>'^ty  "f  p«tition 
township  trustees  in  regard  to  repairs,  removal  or  erec-  repih-3" 
tion  of  a  school  house,  they  shall  also  furnish  to  such 
trustees  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  such  repair, 
removal  or  erection. 

Sec.  107.  The  township  trustees  shall,  in  every  case  Duty  of  trustwa 
in  which  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  attached  to  any  tea^w^'"^ 
school  have  designated  the  teacher  they  wish  employed, 
employ  the  same,  if  he  or  she  can  be  had  on  reasonable 
term  s ;  and  in  no  case  shall  such  trustees  employ  any 
teacher,  whom  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  attached  to 
any  school  have  decided  they  do  not  wish  employed ; 
and  when  at  any  time  after  the  commencement  of  any 
school,  if  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  petition  said 
trustees  that  they  wish  such  teacher  dismissed,  such 
trustees  shall  dismiss  him;  but  such  teacher  shall  be  en- 
titled to  pay  for  all  services  rendered. 

Sec.  108.     Tlie  director  of  each  school  shall  preside  Duty  of  school 
at  all  meetings  of  the  inhabitants  connected  therewith, 
and  record  their  proceedings ;  he  shall  also  act  as  the 
organ  of  communication  between  the  inhabitants  and 
the  township  trustees. 

Sec.  109.  He  shall  take  charge  of  the  school  house,  same, 
and  property  belonging  thereto,  and  preserve  the  same, 
and  shall  make  all  temporary  repairs  to  the  school  house, 
furniture  and  fixtures,  and  provide  the  necessary  fuel  for 
the  school,  and  report  the  cost  thereof  to  the  trustees 
for  payment.  \ 

Sec.  110.     He  shall  visit  and  inspect  the  school  from  s«A. 
time  to  tinro,  exclude  any  refractory  pupil  therefrom, 
with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  township  trus- 
tees, and  under  their  direction  provide  suitable  teachers 
therefor. 

Sec.  111.     The  exclusion  of  any  pupil  from  the  school  ^n^^*  of  ticie 
for  disorderly  conduct,  shall  not  extend  beyond  the  cur-  duded"from  *"*" 
rent  term,  and  may  be,  in  the  discretion  of  the  trustees,  ^'^^'^ 
for  a  shorter  period, 

OF  THE  STATE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Sec.  112.     There  shall  be  elected,  by  the  qualified  Election  of  stat 
voters  of  the  State,  at  the  general  election,  a  State  Su-  s«p«"ntendent. 
perintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  who  shall  hold  his 
office  for  two  years. 

Sec.  113.     He  shall  receive  for  traveling,  stationery.  His  expenses. 
and  other  expenses,  a  sura  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars  per  annum. 
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■t^miiK'ncecKnt        Sec.  114.     Hc  sliall  eiikr  upon  his  official  dutiis  oit 

»f  S'-.rc"'^'^ ""^^  the  seooD'-l  Alonlay  id  February  succeevliug  li'.s  ekct.on, 

an  1  shall  take  an  I  suhs.'i'ibj  an  oath  ot  office,  which 

shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  Stato. 

m3 books, pafx^rs      8ec.    115.     The  books  an  i  papers  of  his  Jvpartin  ut 

fe°pt'S%y''*'''*'  ®^''^^^  '^>^  ^*"'P^  ^^  t^^'^'  ^''^^  ^^  g-overnment,  where  a  siiita- 
^rhom  iuini8hed.  ^^  ^yf^QQ  yj,.ji  \y.^.  furiiislied'  bj  tile  State,  at  which  lie 

shall  give  atten  lance  wli  n  not  absent  on  pul^bc  busi- 
ness; and  if  the  biisness  of  the  office  require  it.  he  may 
Allowed  clerk  six  cmplov  a  clcrlv,  uot  uiore  than  six  months  in  each  year, 

fieport  of  siiiMT-      Sec.  116.     He  shall  present  an  annual  rejiort,  con- 
mtvndenr.  taiuiug  a  brief  exhibit  of  his  labors,  the  r.sult  of  his 

experience  an'l  obs^rvat.on,  noticing  any  imperfection 
in  the  operation  of  the  syst.ni,  and  suggest  the  appro- 
priate correction.     He  shall  also  prepare  an  1  app.  n  ;  to 
To  append  to  ro-  Said  rcport  all  statistical  tabks.  the  matv  rials  of  wdiich 
^rt^usuuisticti  j^^^^^  ^^^^  transmitted  to  hiS  departm  nt  by  the  ].rop,r 
officers,  and  shall  cause  t  n  thousan  I  copies  to  be  printed 
an  1  distributed  to  the  s^v  rul  counties  of  the  State. 
'3^>  visit  each  Sec.  117.     He  shall  sp^ni  animally,  on  an  av  rage,        '\^ 

SaJti^Sk'  ^^  l"^st  one  day  in  each  county,  attending  teach,  rs'ui- 
J»or*'-  stitutes.  conferring  w^th   township  trustees,  counseling 

tjachers,  and  delivei'mg  lectures  on  topics  calculateti  to 
subserve  the  interests  of  popular  education, 
'ix-oiiicio  prosi-        Sec.  118.     He   shall   b^   ex-ojjicio    Presi  lent  of  the 
Sncalion!'"'''  "^  State  Board  of  Education  presi  ,e  at  all  meetings  th.  r.  of, 
propose  such  measures, for  consi  ieration  an  i  a  opt. on 
as  in  his  ju  Igment  may  b.st  subserve  the  interests  com- 
mitted to  said  boar  I,  an  I  increase  the  cffich  iicy  of  their 
in  livi  lual  lal)ors,  an  I  subm  t  for  their  approval  a  1  st  of 
text  books  for  schools.  an>l  a  catalogue  of  suitable  wvtrks 
for  school  libraries. 
i.> superint'-mi         Sec.   Hi'.    He  shall  supcrintru  I  the  jau'chase  of  town- 
?bTiHrrur"'  shi])  libraries,  under  sudi  regulations  as  the  State  Board 
of  E  ucatioii  may  a  loi»t,  an  I  report  to  said  boar  i  his 
proceedings  in  relation  thereto. 
iv> ,;. t.-rmiue ap-      Sec.   120.     11  c  sludl  recci vo  au  1   ]a*oui{;tly  determine 
j>©*)s, &c  appeals  trom   townsh  p   trustees,   exercise   such   super- 

vision ova-  the  educat.onal  fuu  !s  as  may  be  n.ccssury 
to  ascertain  their  sahty  an  i  secure  tludr  preservaton, 
an  I  cause  to  l)e  instituted,  in  the  name  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  for  the  use  of  the  ])roi)  r  fun  1,  all  su.ts  neces- 
sary for  the  recovery  of  any  port. on  of  said  fun  ss. 

tiaynquirein  SeC.    I'Jl         He    UUIV   Y   qUl'C    of  the    COUllty    aulitoiS, 

tlSII'i^iic"^"^*  treasurers,  township  trustees,  clerks,  an  1  'treasurers, 
copies  of  all  repoj-ts  r  qu  red  to  be  male  by  tlu  m.  and 
all  such  other  inibrmat.on  in  relation  to  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices,  an  I  the  con-dtion  of  the  funds- 
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an  1  prop  n-ty  of  tlv.  coiunioii  ^jcliook,  an  1  the  con  lition 
an  1  nianai:-'ni.'nt  of  siicli  schools,  as  he  may  Iccm  im- 
portant. 

Sec.   lii.     Hj  shall  pi\?pare  an  I  transmit  to  th;^  pro-  r.  nr-nir- o«iu 
p  T  orRcjrs,  saita!>le  forms  an  I  regulations  for  m.ikmj:  ''''^ ''"""•" 
all   reports   anJ   con  lu  tnig  all  n 'c.-ss.iry  pro.; 'e  linj;s 
un  ler  thiS  aot>  an  I  all  necessary  instructions  for  fie  b.-t- 
tjr  ori;auizition  an  I  government  of  common  schoVis. 

Sec   I  is.     Hi  shall  caus^  as  mmy  copies  of  the  acts  om-j,- oopv^  .>f 
of  the  G -neral   Assjmhlv.  in  rehition  to  the  C')mm  )n  =**■'?'»*  *'"'..*'"'*' 
schools,  or  thi  school  funis,  with  njc^'ssarv  lorm-i.  in-  rei  ,uc>n  t.>  com- 
stract.ons    an  I   regulations,  to   be   from  time  to   tiinj  Iw'LTru.ijaHi /^ 
printe  I  an  I   listribute  I  among  the  school  townships,  as 
he  shall  leem  the  public  goo  i  requires. 

Ssc.   i^^.     The  annual  report  of  the  superint .mi  lent  AnnaUief^-jit 
shall  b '  m  i  U^  to  the  General  Assembly  when  that  bo  ly 
is  :n  sessi'jn,  oth.^rwi?e  to  the  Governor,  who  shall  caasj 
the  sam  •   to  bi  publishel,  and   communicate  a  co[)y 
thereof  to  tlie  n  \xt  Gmeral  Assembly. 

Sec.   125.     lie  may  license  teachers  of  the  common  to  licen-^e  t-^a;- 
schools  at  his  pleasure.  .r. at pi.H..ure. 

Sec.  126.     He  shail  snpply  each  common  school  li-  vvhrrtheshnu 
brary  witli  the  legislative  documentary  journals  an  I  the  mrui^iS'\iL.nI- 
aets  of  each  SiSSion  of  the  General  Assembly,  an  i  also  '":>  '-^'v'- 
th  3  annual  reports  of  the  State  Boar  I  of  Agriculture,  : 

an  ^  his  o  vn  annual  reports.  » 

Sec.  lil.     The  trea^ur.^  shall  take  his  receipt  for  Tn-.sur-rtutah', 
such  books  anl  docunijsnts.  which  receipt  shall  be  ev--  '''•^''■^■^H''- 
dmce  of  the  proper  vlisposal  of  such  books  anl  docu 
m  'Uts. 

Sec.  r2S.     W.th  the  report  of  his  labors  anl  observa    Report,  what  tu 
tions,  the  superinten  lent  shall  present:  ^^"'*^"- 

A  statem.'ut  of  the  con  lition  an  I  amount  of  all  fun  Is 
an  1  j)rooerty  approipriate  1  to  purposes  of  elucation ; 

A  statem  nt  of  the  numbn'  of  common  schools  in  this 
St:ile,  th  >  numbar  of  s^'holars  in  attendance,  their  ages, 
sex,  and  th  ;  branches  taught; 

A  statem  mt  of  tlie  numb-^r  of  private  or  select  schools 
in  the  St.itj.  so  tar  as  the  same  can  be  asc  u'tain.^  1, 
thi  number  of  seholars.  their  age,  sex,  anl  branches 
taught ; 

Estimitcs  anl  accounts  of  the  expen  litures  of  the 
public  school  fun  Is;  , 

Plans  for  the  management  anl  improvement  of  the 
com-non  scIh^oI  funds  and  for  the  better  organization  of 
cnmmon  .school^. 
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oy  THE  TOv>\N.^nii'  LiimAiniiP. 


School  tax  ft>r  li- 
brnries. 


How  appHi^d. 


Taxes  to  b«  paid 
to  trea^m-er. 


Distribution  of 
library. 


/ 


Who  to  pieservw 
libruries. 


Suvae  subject. 


Where  Ubi-aries 
to  be  kept. 


Who  entitled  to 
wih  library. 


l4it)rary  to  be 

dp<'D. 


Sec.  129.  There  shall  be  assessed  and  collected,  as 
the  State  and  county  revenues  are  assessed  and  collected^ 
on  the  list  of  property  taxable  lor  State  purposes,  the 
sum  of  one  quarter  of  a  mill  on  each  one  dollar.  There 
shall  also  be  paid,  by  every  person  liable  to  pay  a  poll 
tax  for  State  purposes,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents; 
Provided,  that  said  tax  shall  continue  for  one  year 
only. 

Sec.  130.  The  said  taxes  shall  be  applied  exclusively 
to  the  purchase  of  township  school  libraries,  under  the 
direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  but  no  secta- 
rian work  shall  be  admitted  into  such  libraries. 

Sec  131.  The  amount  of  said  taxes,  when  collected, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  county  treasurers  to  the  Treasurer 
of  State,  at  the  time  of  making  their  annual  settlement, 
and  shall  be  paid  out  by  that  officer  upon  the  warrant  of 
the  Auditor  of  State. 

Sec  132.  The  State  Board  of  Education  shall,  when 
such  libraries  have  been  received,  cause  the  same  to  be 
distributed  to  the  several  townships  in  the  State,  under 
the  direction  of  the  State  Superintendent,  who  shall  ap- 
portion the  same  according  to  the  population  of  the 
townships:  Provided,  however,  that  existing  inequali- 
ties in  township  libraries  shall  first  be  corrected. 

Sec  133.  Such  libraries  shall  be  in  charge  of  the 
boards  of  township  trustees,  shall  bo  deemed  the  pro- 
perty of  the  township,  and  shall  not  be  subject  to  sale  or 
alienation  for  any  cause  whatever. 

Sec  134.  Such  trustees  shall  be  accountable  for  the 
preservation  of  said  libraries,  may  prescribe  the  time  of 
taking  and  the  period  of  retaining  books,  assess  and  re- 
cover damages  done  to  them  by  persons  entitled  to  their 
use,  and  adopt  regulations  necessary  for  their  preserva- 
tion and  usefulness. 

Sec  135.  The  trustees  may  deposit  the  library  at 
some  central  point,  or  at  one  or  more  eligible  places  in 
the  township,  for  the  convenience  of  scholars  and  fami- 
lies, and  they  may  appoint  for  that  purpose  one  or 
more  librarians,  to  have  the  care  and  superintendence 
thereof. 

Sec  136.  Every  family  in  the  township  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  use  of  two  volumes  at  a  time  from  said 
library,  although  no  member  of  such  family  attend 
school. 

Sec  13 T.  The  library  shall  be  open  to  all  persons 
entitled  to  its  privileges,  throughout  the  year,  withouti 
regard  to  school  sessions. 
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Sec.  138.     The  books,  papers,  and  accounts  of  any  fkx>k8.  pap<.rH, 
township  trustee,  clerk,  or  treasurer,  shall  at  all  times  ^^Sn!^^  *" '" 
be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  county  auditor,  and 
of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  proper  county. 

Sec.  139.     For  the  purpose  of  such  inspection,  said  county  commit 
hoard  of  county  commissioners  and  auditor  may,  by  mmuSS^L 
subpoena,  summon  before  them  any  such  trustees,  clerk,  *'"""*'•*■«•  *^- 
or  treasurer,  and  require  the  production  of  such  books, 
three  days'  notice  of  the  time  to  appear  and  produce 
such  books  being  given. 

Sec.  140.     If  such  books  have  been  imperfectly  kept.  Boots  may  be 
said  board  of  commissioners  may  correct  them;  and  if '^'''"^°'^''  • 
fraud  appear,  shall  remove  the  person  guilty  thereof. 

Sec.  141.     Process  in  suits  against  a  school  township  .^^r>  ice  of  proci«k 
shall  be  by  summons  executed  by  leaving  a  copy  thereof 
with  the  clerk  of  such  township  ten  days  before  the  re- 
turn day  thereof. 

Sec.  142.     Suits  brought  on  behalf  of  a  school  town-  suits,  how 
ship,  shall  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  ^""^"^^^ 
for  the  use  of  such  township. 

Sec.  143.     An  appeal  shall  lie  from  the  decision  of  Appeal 
the  township  trustees  to  the  State  Superintendent,  whose 
decision  shall  be  final. 

Sec.  144.     Any  person  who  shall  sue  for  or  on  ac-  wheu  no  cost  t» 
count  of  any  decision,  act,  refusal,  or  neglect  of  duty  of 
the  township  trustees,  for  which  he  might  have  had  an 
appeal,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  sec- 
tion, shall  not  recover  costs. 

Sec.  145.     No  teacher  shall  be  employed  unless  he  chan-vct^^r  aud 
be  of  good  moral  character,  nor  until  he  shall  have  pro-  ?^chprf "'°  ""^ 
cured  a  certificate  of  qualification,  as  provided  in  this 
act. 

Sec.  146.     The   board  of  county   commissioners   of  ^f^nty  commi*- 
each  county  of  this  State,  shall  appoint  at  least  one,  and  school' examiners 
not  more  than  three  school  examiners,  whose  term  of  ^ 
office  shall  expire  on  the  first  Monday  in  March  of  each 
year,  and  the  clerk  of  said  board  shall,  immediately 
upon  their  appointment,  report  their  names  and  post 
office  address  to  the  State  Superintendent. 

Sec.  147.  The  said  school  examiners,  or  either  of  ^'"y  ^^  exnmi. 
them,  shall  examine  all  applicants  for  license  as  teachers 
of  the  common  schools,  and,  if  found  qualified,  shall 
license  them  as  such  for  any  time  not  exceeding  two 
years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  examiner,  and  shall  re- 
port their  proceedings  annually  to  the  State  Superin- 
tendent. 
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Lie-nse,  what  to      Sec.  14:8.     All   liceiises    sIirU  sp^rcify  tlie  bniiiches 

Bi^.ity  wliich  the  applicant  is  qualitie  I  to  t.ach.  an  I  the  Lcviise 

shall  be  without  charge,  tut  the  school  examiiKi*  shall 

be  cntitlevl  tu  a  fee  ot  lil'tj  Cviits,  in  a.ivance,  Irom  ewrj 

person  applying  for  exanunatjon. 

Twich.-r to p<)8-         8ec.   li'K     Xo  pcrson  sliall  bj  licensel  as  a  conimon 

B««d knowledge.    g^j^^^jQ^  tcachcr  luiLss  he  or  she  may  poss.-ss  a  knovvic  'ge 

of  orthography,  r  -a  ling,  writing,  ar.thm.tic,  gvogra})hy, 

an  [  English  grammar. 

gh.ioi^to^ght^in       gj2c.  loO.     The  common  school  shall  be  taught  m  the 

feJtji^  °  ^    '     English    language:     Provicb'd.  hoii^ecer.   That  schuols 

may  t.^ach  oth.r  languagv.'S  in  a  Idition  to  tlic  English, 

as  a  branch  of  e  iU/atson. 

ciouiity  Lomrnis-        Spx.   151.     The  county  comm'ss'oners  of  cach  countv 

fi.'.'.i'cul^enSu     ar '  require  I  to  conlorm  th ;  boundaries  ot    th  ir  c.v.l 

buuu.iaxies.         towusJilpS   to  tliose  of  congTession.tl  townsinps,  as   iar 

as  it  is  practicable  to  do  so. 
Length  of  scho..i       yj^(,^  ]^5j      tijp   Itnurth    oi'  a   school   term   of  three 
ti5  .uys,  <scc.         months  shall  be  sixty-nvj  days,  an     tjie  numur  ot  hours 
in  each  -lay   during  which  the  pu[  iis  are  to  be  coiilin^'d 
in  school   shall  be  six  hours, 
wii -n  towuship        Sec.  In3.     The  township  tru-t  es  may,  when  v<r  a 
i'l^j  i*^on  wiiich     scliool  hous.'  shall  havj  been  r  iiiov  •  i  to  a  ilitiervut  hjca- 
S!S.*  *'""'*''       tion,  or  a  n  w  one  erecte^l  tor  the  school  in  a  <litl.  r  nt 
place,  if  tile  Ian  1  wh  reon  the  sauii  is  situate  I  belongs, 
uncon  litionally.  to  the  school  lun  i.  s  11  th-  same,  when 
in  their  op.nion  it  is  adv  ntag.  ons  to  th*  township  ^o 
to  do,  for  th.i  highest  price  that  can  be  obtaine  i  th  re- 
for,  an  I  u[)on  the  payment  ot  the   ])urclias'e  mon.y  to 
the  township  tr-asur  r,  tli  y  shall  ex  cute  to  th-  pur- 
chaser a  '\k.'k.'A  of  conveyance,  which  shall   be  sufhei  nt 
to  vest  in  such  })urchaser  all  the  title  of  sueli  township 
th.r.to. 

rX^!^hn-noa'io       Sec.   154:.     Wh  n  any  oflicr  autjioriz 'd  to  sell  scliool 

purch,i«.r.  ].^j^  jg   <^\xix\\  hav,'  sol  I  auy  Ian  :s  without  a  title  th  r.ro, 

such     otlicrr,    or  his   successor  in    otliee,   may  conv.'V 

such  other  Ian  s  of  equal  value,  as  may  be  agreed  tipon 

between  such  officer  an  1  the  pureh.iser.  his  heirs  or  as- 

siij^ns,  or  failing  to  make  such  agreenKut.  the  iiurchase 

money,  with  int.r.st,  shall  be  rej)aid  to  such  purchaser, 

hiS  heirs,  executors,  a  Iministratoi-s.  or  assigns;  but  no 

such  [)urchase  money  shall  be  thus  repaid  until  the  i>i'0- 

p^r  prosecuting  or  district  attorn  w  shall  have  inv  sti- 

gateii  the  tacts  of  the  case.  an. I  Cvrtified  to  the  correctiuss 

ot  tile  claim. 

(vunty  anhtors        Sec.   1?5.     The  couuty  au  litors  of  the  s.  v  rul  coun- 

Imu'.r'iMok  with  ties  of  this  State,  shall,  immediately  upon  the  taking 

e;K:h...ngr.r«iuu-  (3fi'^.(.t  of  this  act,  opjii  au  account  upon  their  books  with 
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each  of  the  cono-ressional  townships  of  their  respective  ai  township  of 

,  ^,        ,  111  1  /  ±'       their  counfy. 

conntjes.  whoso  tun  Is  ar^'  manageil  uv  th.  m,  an  i  tratisier 
to  such  account,  from  the  common  school  fun  I  account, 
the  principal  of  the  congressional  township  lim  1,  at^  it 
existevi  before  its  consoli  iation  with  the  common  school 
fun  I,  an. I  shall  thereaft.r  keep  a  separate  account  of  the 
principal  an  1  interest  of  the  congressional  township  fund 
of  each  township. 

Sec.   156.     Where  the  whole  of  the  school  funis  of  a  Duty  of  coanty 
county  have  been  loaned,  the  an  iitor  will  apportion  to  ;'oin?nofSw1 
each  congressional  township  a  sufficient  numb  r  of  mort-  *'""^«- 
gages  to  cov  r  the  })r.ncipal  of  its  congressional  town- 
ship fun  1,  an  1   where  a  part  of  the  school  iuu  Is  only 
are  loaned,   the  an  Iitor  will    so  apply  a  pro}>ortional 
amount,  an  1  the  cash  on  han  I,  when  loaned,  shall  be  for 
the  b^n.'fit  of  the  congressional  townships  respectively, 
to  the  amount  of  the  entire  pr;nci[)al  of  their  congres- 
sional fun  I,  an  1  in  all  loans  ma  le  after  the  taking  elfect 
of  this  act.  the  mortgage  shall   specify  the  pardcular 
fun  J  borrowed. 
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Sec.  157.  The  State  Boarl  of  education  shall  con- 
sist of  the  State  Suj)  rintenlent  of  Public  Instruction, 
an  I  the  Governor,  Treasurer,  Au  Iitor  of  Stat  >,  and 
S'cr.  tary  of  Stat?  an  1  Attorney  G.-neral,  who  shall  meet 

annually  at  In  lianapolis,  on  the day  of . 

for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  promoting  the  inter- 
ests of  education  by  mutual  contlr.nce,  mt  rchange  of 
views,  an  I  experic  nee  of  the  practical  operations  of  the 
syst,  m.  the  intro  hiction  of  uniform  school  books,  and  the 
discussion  and  ^letermination  of  such  qu  -stions  as  may 
aris-'  in  the  practical  a  hu  nistration  of  the  system. 

Sec.  158.  Inasmuch  as  cl  rtain  provisions  of  the  ex- 
isting law  have  "been  hdl  void  by  a  decision  of  the 
Supr  ^ir^  Court,  in  cons,  qu  nee  of  which  th  re  is  now 
no  vali  1  law  authorizing  distrdmtion  ot  a  portion  of  the 
fun  Is  devoted  to  the  su[)port  of  common  scdiools ;  and 
inasmuch  as  great  inconvenience  will  result  throughout 
the  Suite  on  account  ther.of.  before  this  act  can  be  )  ub- 
lished  and  circulated  in  the  s.  v.ral  counties  by  the  usual 
m:tho  I,  it  is  declared  that  an  c  m.rgency  exists  requiring 
that  this  act  shall  take  effect  immediately;  wherefore  i't 
shall  take  effect  from  an  I  aft^r  its  passage.  And  the 
Secretary  of  State  shall  immediat  ly  forwar  1  a  C' rtified 
copy  of  it  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 


Who  to  constitute 
f'tate  board  of 
C'lncutioii. 


Emcrgenej, 
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and  to  each  county  auditor,  and  shall  also,  without  de- 
lay, cause  the  same  to  be  published  in  the  State  Journal, 
State  Sentinel,  and  Indiana  Kepublican. 

DAYID  KILGOKE, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represetatives. 

ASHBEL  P.  WILLAED, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  March  5th,  1855. 

Joseph  A.  Weight. 


AN  ACT 

To  authome  tho  establishment  of  Free  Public  Schools  in  the  Incorporakd  Cities  iUMl 
Towns  of  the  State  of  Indiana. 

[Approved  March  5,  1855.] 

lacorporated  Section  1.     Be  it  euaeted  hy  the  General  Assembly 

S?^wTrtiC'  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  the  several  incoii)orated 
establish  and       cities  flud  towHS  of  this  State,  be  and  they  are  hereby 

support  Publio  I'll  1  1  T    1  1  -I 

Schools.  anthorjzed  and  empowered  to  establish  and  support  pub- 

lic schools  within  their  respective  corporate  limits,  and 
By  ordinance  to  by  au  ordlnancc  of  such  corporation,  to  levy  and  collect 
So^sup^rt^f  such  taxes  afe  may  be  necessary  from  time  to  time  for  the 
Buch  ifchooiij.       support  thereof. 

May  r.xx)goizo  Sec.  2.  It  shall  bc  lawful  for  any  such  city  or  town 
SyT^^^rother"^"  to  recognize  any  school,  seminary,  or  other  institution  of 
ixisiiiution  *rect-  leaminc^,  which  has  been  or  may  be  erected  by  private 

©d  by  privat«>  en-  ^d^  <?     i      •  i  i  i 

uirpriKe  as  pi.rt    cnterprisc,  as  a  part  oi  their  system,  and  to  make  such 

of  their  ayatom.  •    i.*  x*  i?        i       j.  -lit 

appropriation  oi  tunds  to  such  school,  seminary,  or  in- 
stitution of  learning,  and  upon  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  may  be  deemed  proper. 
How  this  Is  to  bo      Sec.  3.     Nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
oonstrucd.  strucd  to  authorizc  any  city  or  town,  by  any  system 

adopted  under  this  act,  to  supersede  the  common  schools 
established  under  the  authority  of  this  State,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  public  funds, 
onunty  treHsunr  ggc.  4.  Whcu  auy  tax  is  rcquircd  to  be  levied,  as 
tarov^r  u/'city^  provldcd  iu  this  act,  the  county  auditor,  upon  being  re- 
quired so  to  do,  by  the  proi)er  authorities  of  any  city  or 
town,  shall  enter  the  said  tax  upon  his  duplicate,  and 
the  treasurer  shall  proceed  to  collect  the  same,  upon  the 
list  of  property  subject  to  taxation  for  State  and  county 
purposes,  and  shall  pay  over  the  same,  when  collected, 


breasttror. 
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to  the  treasurer  of  such  city  or  town,  or  other  officer 
properly  authorizcxl  to  receive  the  same. 

Sec.  5.  Inasmuch  as  existing  laws  are  not  sufficient  Kmort^aw^r 
to  confer  the  powers  herein  given,  and  it  is  desirable 
that  such  powers  should  exist  immediately,  it  is  declared 
that  an  emergency  exists  for  the  immediate  taking  effect 
<>f  this  act ;  wherefore,  it  shall  take  effect  from  its  paa- 
saiiro. 

DAVID  KILGORE, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

ASHBEL  P.  WILLARD, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  March  5th,  1855 : 

Joseph  A.  Wright. 


JJTATE  OF  INDIANA,  I 

OfHa.  of  thf  Secretory  of  SUiie,  to-xcti :  ( 

I  hlrcby  c«=rtify  that  the  above  anvi  lorogoing  acts  aro  (X)rre'"t  copies  of  the  cnroll- 
mt-iil  now  on  file  in  my  office. 

I.v  TniTiMONY  WHKr.Koi',  I  hare  hereunto  set   my  hand  and  affixed    the  ecu]  <»1 
[L.  S.]     !itnW  at  the  city  of  lDrli:^napoiif*,  tliis  tith  dav  of  March,  A.  D.  ISTm. 
KU.\^itU*  B.  COLLI>"r<, 

?*cretury  of  Btatij. 
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FORMS. 

NUMBER  I. 

Townslnj)   Treasurer's  Bond. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we  A.  B  ,  A.  C,  and  E. 
F.,  of  -  -  -  county,  Indiana  are  bound  unto  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, in  t]>e  peiiai  sum  -  -  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  wiiich  we 
jointly,  and  seveiahy,  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  and  legal  represen- 
tatives. The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is,  that  if  the  above 
bound  A.B.  shall  friithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  Townsfiifi  Treas- 
urer, as  prescribed  by  section  7,  of  the  school  law,  the  said  obliga- 
tion is  to  be  null  and  void,  otherwise  to  remam  in  full  force. 

Signed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  us,  this dav  of  , 

185—.  A.  B . 

O.  L,  A.  C ■ — , 

O.  K.  A.  D . 


NUMBER  II. 

Order  authorizing  Township  Treasurer  to  draio  the  I  owns  hip  Funds 
from  the  County  Treasury. 

« ,  No. . 


1  his  certifies  that  we,  trustees  of  -  -  -  -  township,  county 
of  -  -  -  -  Indiana,  have  this  day  authorized  A.  B.,  treasurer  of 
said  township  to  receive  from  the  county  treasurer  -  -  -  dol- 
lars, the  amount  ol  money  from  (here  specify  the  class  of  funds), 
to  which  this  township  is  entitled  for  the  year  ending  on  the  third 
Monday  of  May. 

day  of 185-—. 

Attest, 

O.  P.,  Clerk. 
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iXUMBER  NO.  III. 

Ojder  on  Township  Treas7iry  for  funds  fa  defray  expenses  of  Insl  rue- 
Lion,  hudaing,  lepairtng,  or  any  other  educational puipuse. 


f No. 

To  the  Treasuier  of  -     -     -     -  Township,  county  of  -     -     -     - 
Indiana: 

Pay  to   A.  B ,  the  sum  of  -     -     -     -   doHars,  (here  set  forth 

the  purpose,  and  al.s*^  in  whit  dist<ict  said  money  is  expended). 

day  of 18.5 — 

Attest:  _  ^  / 

O.  P.,  Clerk.  Trustees  of  \ » 

lovvnship.     i  ' 


NUMBER  IV. 

General  Account  to  be  kept  by  Township  Treasurer. 


DK. 


A.  B ,  Treasu  er  of Towns  \,\  cou;ity  of   ~ Indiana. 


165—  to  all  iiimis  belo  t^iifj  to 
tuwijsiiip  trom  whatever 
8  urjc  received. 


B>  Kmiiunis  p.-.jd  on  orders  of 
lownshi  Tru  lees  as  sm  wu 
iiy  Vwucuers. 


CR 


Note  — 0r>rsdra.\n  by  the  Township Tiustees  constitute  tlie  seeral  vou.  hers  of  the  Treasurer, 


NUMBER  V. 

Register  of  Orders  issued  by  7  rustees. 


B  te. 

Na. 

To  i^hom  issued. 

For  what  purpose. 

Amounu 

185- 

J 
2 

K.  N  , 
O.P, 

Teaching  in  District  No. 

Building  sch  ol  hou^e  in  Listrict  No. 

9   "^ 

:j-2 


FORMS 


NUxMBER  YI. 

Trustees'  Report  to  County  Auditor^  for  year  ending daif 

of 1^5 — ,  tt>  be  filed  with  said  Auditor  on  or  before  tk- 

\st  day  of  October. 


Tovriuliip.  county  of 

Number  of  districts  in  towinhip 

Number  of  children  between  5  and  21  years  in  tbe  township 

Number  of  males  between  5  and  21  years  in  the  town-hip 

Number  of  females  b;tv^een  5  and  21  years  in  the  township 

No.  of  children  between  5  and  21  years  in  con  lownshipJ  p^"°^  '  N    '  ZZZT 

Kumber  of  common  schools  in  township , 

Number  of  high  schools  in  township 

Number  of  male  teachers  in  common  schools , 

Number  of  female  teachers  in  common  schools 

Number  of  male  teachers  in  high  schools 

Number  of  female  teachers  in  hgh  schools 

Whole  number  of  pupils  attending  common  school  during  the  year 

Whole  number  of  pupils  attending  high  school  during  the-  year 

Average  attendance;  in  common  schools 

Average  attendance  in  high  schools 

Average  compc.isytion  of  male  teachers  in  common  schools 

Average  compen-;ation  of  female  teachers  in  common  schools 

Average  cotwpensation  of  male  teachers  in  high  schools ^ 

Average  comperis:>tion  of  female  teachers  in  high  schools 

Amount  expended  for  instruction 

Length  of  schDOls 

N'umber  of  school  houseb  erected  within  the  year 

Value  of  school  houses  erected  within  the  year 

Number  of  books  in  library 

Condition  of  books  in  library 

Number  of  select  schools  taught  in  township 

Number  of  ptipils  in  attendance , 

Amount  of  tax  collected  foi  building,  repairs,  fuel,  ic 

Amouni  paid  trustees  for  managing  educational  mitters 

Branches  taught,  > 


O.  p.,  Clerk. 


TriLsieeSy 
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NUMBER  VII. 

Townsfdp  E?iumeration. 

Annual   enumeration   of  youth   between    the   ages  of  five  and 

twenty-one  years  in Township,  taken  by  Congressional 

Townships,  or  parts  thereof,  embraced  in  civil  townships,  in  accord- 
ance with  Section  11  of  school  law. 


Coiig'l  Township 


Kansre 


N:.me  of  Parent  or 
Guardian. 


Number  of 
Males. 


Numfeer  of 
Females. 


Total 
Number. 


:u    L. 
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NUMBER  IX. 

Notice  of  District  Meeting. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  (state  whether  the  annual  or  a  spec- 
ial) meeting  of  the  qualified  voters  of  District  No. , 

Township,  County  of ,  Indiana,  will  be  held  at  (state  the 

place,)  on  the  day  of ,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty 

,  at  (state  the  time  of  day,)  for  the  purpose  of  (here  set  forth 

the  object  of  the  meeting,) 

By  order  of  Director. 

,  Director. 

day  of ,  185 — . 


NUMBER  X. 

Teacher^s  License. 


County  of ♦  Indiana.  \ 

— .  185-.      j 

This  certifies  that  the  bearer,  A.  B ,  on  examination  by  me 

this  day,  is  considered  qualified  to  teach  Orthography,  Reading, 
Writing,  Geography,  Arithmetir^,  and  English  Grammar,  (here  state 
the  other  branches,  if  any.)  and  is  hereby  licensed  to  teach  a  com- 
mon school,  for  the  period  of months. 

K.  N ■-,  Examiner, 


u 


FORMS. 

NUMBER  XI. 

Teachers^  Daily  Register. 
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^OTK.— Abcnco  denoied  thus  f,  Figiiifying^  ;  y  its  position  between  the  Hues  whether  it  be  in 
%he  morning  or  iiitersHion. 

The  aggregate  >>f  ihe  number!'  in  eo  umn  lientled  '-N'.  of  dayg  pre>ent,"  divided  by  the  number 
af  «.lay.<  ilie  ^:cllO()l  is  ki  pt  dirii.g  Iht;  ■  eek,  will  give  the  avt^rage  ;t.uly  atveiid.iKce  Tr  ihe  w'ek. 
Thu<<  27  div  ded  by     jjiven  5  S-i,  ihe  avfjrage  daily  aiieudance. 
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MiMBER  XIK 

Veachivs*  t^a port  to  the  roimiskip  Trustees, 
Rerfoirt  oT  school  in  Dis^tricl  .\o. , ~  township,  county 


,  ftVr  term  commencing 


185 — ,  and  endinjj 
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.Aver  ETC  >it.'«pt|;n!(  e. 

l^O.  I ,  hereby  certify  th-a  the  foregoing  repoit  i«  correct    -cc.or..J:..g   vo  the  best,  ol  my 

t(r».->wled:.('.  M.  f ,   jeaclur. 

^ubh«..ite4J  nnd  »i«oin  lo  before  me  this -'ay  of .  IH.i— . 

Tfiiv  ph'p  Tiu>tt«^. 

(or  Justice  .f  the  }'•  «ie,l 
Bra»v  hts  Hlter.dfd  'o  hy  each  pupil  inav    be  markid  f  opposite  his  name.     Tie  Dames  <.i    itiier*^ 
«b«ii  thcsoKpee  fied  in  tl.e  ab<ive  form,  may  be  cntcicu  in  nniaiiung  blankB  and  nimKed  »■«  l-efun; 
liirocie  i. 

The  a  vrrago   altenU.ince  mftv  be  f-ound  hy  dtvidinj;  th--    fl!:;.'rpgatc  of  the  numbori*  in  the  i  oluu»n 
tb»-a«ieit  •*  \o.  ©f  day"  in  allt  iidauc.e  **  by  the  num'  er  of  d:  ys  the  h»  \\o<  1  is  taught. 
:\  nxord  t.f  .ti*rdiiM-4Mi  will  depttad  on  tb«  requtsiliou  of  the  truet«ee. 


FORMS 


ST 


NUMBEll    XIII. 


Township. 


Count V,  Indiana. 


This   memorandum   of  agreement   this   day    made   between  A. 

B ,  a  school  teacher,  of  the   one  part,  and    A.  C ,  A. 

D ,  and   A.  E ,  Trustees   of Township,  of  the 

other  part,  witnesseth  that  said   A.  B —  agrees  to   teach   the 

school  of  District  No. ,  in  township  above  named,  for  the  term 

of .  commencino:  on  ^he  dav  of  ,  eighteen 


hundred  and  fifty 


for  the  sum  of 


dollars  per 

and  for  said  services  properly  rendered,  said  A.  C ,  A.  D , 

and  A.  E ,  Trustees  as  aforesaid,  are  then  and  there  to  issue 


an  order  on  the  Township  treasury  in  favor  of  said  A.  B for 

the  full  amount  of  wages  due  him  as  ascertained  by  this  article  of 

-day  ^ 


Witness  our  hands,  this 
of ,  185—. 


(  A.  C- 
h\.D 
/  A.  E- 


N UMBER  XIV. 

Report  of  the  condition  and  operation  of  the  com'non  schooi 
fund  of countv,  for  the  year  endins: 185 — . 


Toial  amount  of  fund 

Amouni  refunded  within  the  ye  r 

Amuunt  re-loane.l , 

Balance  on  hand 

Amount  of  fund  lost  ot  unsafe 

Amount  of  i'teresL  recei  ed  within  the  year 

Amount  of  interest  distributed 

BalanC''  of  interest  on  han^l 

Officers"  fees  an  '  incidental  expenses  of  fund 

Amount  of  current  school  tax  and  d^-linquencies  of  former  years  collect 
cd  since  the  last  settlement  with  the  St'te  Treasur'^r 


t'om'n  fund 


■^pec'I  t.nd 


RTATE  OF  INDIA V A. 
Count; 


The  undersigned,  Commissioners,  AutJitor  and  Treasurer  of  said  county,  oenify  that  the  forego- 
ng  report  is  correct  as  appears  from  the  re.  ords  in  the  oflTice  of  said  Auditor. 
Witness  our  hands  this day  of ,  185—, 


Comtnissioners. 


Auditor. 
Treasurer 


r^ovK.— AriiojiiLs  leporKd  on  band  for  distribution  should  always  be  net  eutus. 


I 
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NOTES  AND  SUG(iESTI()NS, 


SECTION  I. 


The  tax  authorized  by  this  section  wiih  ihe  amount  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  school  funds,  both  special  and  common,  will  not  be 
sufficient  lv>  sustain  schools  the  requisite  len<^th  of  time,  but  the 
deficiency  need  be  only  temporary.  The  pressing  necessity  for 
school  houses  in  most  townships  will  require,  for  the  next  two 
years,  the  assessment  of  the  full  amount  authorized  by  sec- 
tion 9.  The  legal  questions  started  almost  simultaneously  with 
the  passage  of  the  previous  law,  paralyzed,  to  a  great  extent,  all 
efforts  in  ihat  direction;  so  that  we  are  as  a  State  but  little  in  ad- 
vanc  '  of  our  conciition  in  1^5:2.  These  obstacles  being  removed 
and  these  questions  now  settled,  we  anticipate  a  very  general 
movement  in  tlie  school  house  erection  department  for  the  ensuing 
two  years.  The  advocates  of  a  larger  lax  for  tuition,  will  perceive 
that,  under  the  present  statute,  the  taxes  for  educational  purposes 
may  amount  to  tour  mills  and  a  quarter  on  a  dollar.  Under  the 
operation  of  this  provision,  we  may  hope  that,  within  the  afore- 
said period,  a  large  portion  of  the  school  structures  in  our  towns 
and  rural  districts  will  be  erected. 

This  result  being  attained,  the  present  amount  of  assessment 
may  be  materially  lessened,  and  yet,  by  transfer  of  appropriation, 
the  tuition  provisions  may  be  increased  sufficiently  to  sustain  a  six 
months  school  in  the  rural  portions  of  the  commonwealth. 

tSECTION  2. 

in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  In  the 
congressional  township  tund  suit,  the  educational  funds  will  here- 
after be  known  as  divided  into  two  classes,  common  and  special. 
The  common  fund  will  consist  of  the  items  enumerated  in  this 
8e(lion,  and  its  pri)ceeds  be  distributed  throughout  the  JState  per 
capita,  and  this  fund  can  be  appropriated  to  no  other  purpose 
whate  er  than  tuition  or  payment  oi   teachers'  wages.     The  spe- 
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cial  fund  will  be  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  or  rents  of  congressional 
township  school  sections,  the  net  income  of  which  is  guaranteed  to 
the  people  of  said  townships.  The  inequalities  incident  to  this  appro- 
priation are,  to  a  great  extent,  remedied  by  the  provisions  for 
equalization  contained  in  section  101. 

SECTION  4. 

The  efficiency  and  success  of  our  school  system  in  each  town- 
ship will  depend,  in  no  unimportant  sense,  on  the  prompt,  intelli- 
gent and  independent  action  of  the  township  trustees.  They  are 
vested  with  all  the  authority  necessary  for  the  discharo^e  of  their 
important  functions,  and  are  furnished  by  section  102  with  assist- 
ants that  will  relieve  them  of  a  good  share  of  what  might  be 
deemed  the  most  annoying  portion  of  their  labor,  viz:  procuring 
fuel,  superintending  temporary  repairs  and  care  of  the  houses.  It 
will  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  to  adopt  such  a  plan  ol  procedure 
in  reference  to  the  building  of  school  houses,  as  will  secure  a 
speedy  erection  of  neat,  commodious  and  tasteful  edifices  in  every 
district  where  such  are  needed.  Let  a  uniform  plan  be  adopted 
in  each  township  in  reference  to  the  style,  comfort  and  accommo- 
dations of  the  several  structures  erected,  differing  only  in  dimt;n- 
sions. 

One  district  is  as  justly  entitled  to  a  tasteful  and  convenient 
house,  adapted  to  their  wants,  as  another.  Some  degree  of  for- 
bearance with  respect  to  time  must  be  exercised  by  the  people  of 
different  localities,  and  no  small  amount  of  firmness  and  discretion 
on  the  part  of  the  trustees,  will  occasionally  be  demanded,  to  meet 
emergencies  arismg  in  the  line  of  their  official  duty.  The  style  of 
school  architecture  and  the  character  of  the  teachers  employed^ 
will  depend  almost  entirely  on  the  good  taste,  sound  judg- 
ment and  fidelity  of  the  township  trustees.  Success  in  this  enter- 
prise demands  a  w^ise  selection  on  the  part  of  the  people,  and  an 
intelligent  and  unflinching  executive  purpose  on  the  [)art  of  the 
trustees.  The  latter  will  find  mu(  h  to  aid  them  in  the  materiai 
part  of  their  duties  in  "Barnard's  School  Architecture"  (a  copy  of 
which  will  be  in  possession  of  every  township  board,)  and  in  the 
/i^erori/ department  they  will  derive  many  useful  suggestions  from 
the  '* School  and  Schoolmaster,"  "Teacher  and  Parent,"  and 
"Theory  ;ind  Practice,"  (educational  works  of  substantial  worth,) 
the  first  of  which  is  already  in  the  township  libraries,  and  the 
others  will  be  within  one  year. 

SECTION  8. 

The  chaige  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  township  is  the  most 
important  part  of  the  official  responsibilities  devolving  on  the 
trustees.  A  proper  discharge  of  them  will  make  sudden  and  some- 
times heavy  drafts  on  patience,  piinciple  and  literary  capital.     Let 
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promptness  characterize  all  their  actions,  whether  it  pertains  to 
the  erection  ol  a  house,  the  employment  of  a  teacher,  or  the  vi>ita- 
lion  of  the  schools  of  the  township.  Lei  all  business  cimtracts  be 
reduced  to  writing,  and  both  parties  have  a  copy.  I'his  rule  ob- 
served, will  prevent  much  trouble,  hard  feeling,  and  perchance 
litigation.  The  trustees  should  not  repaid  the  creation  of  the  otiice 
ol  district  director  as  implying  any  diminution  of  responsibility  on 
their  part  to  secure  good  teachers  for  all  the  districts.  They  were 
intended  as  assistants,  not  substitutes,  in  the  employment  of  in- 
structors. It  will  there  ore  be  a  sad  misconstruction  of  the  stat- 
ute, a  palpable  dereliction  of  duty,  for  trustees  to  devolve  the 
labor  and  responsibility  of  procuring  a  teacher,  on  the  directors. 
Let  them  avail  themselves  ol  the  aid  of  said  directors  in  obtaining 
suitable  persons  to  take  charge  of  the  schools,  but  never,  by  in- 
action or  remissness,  compel  the  director  of  any  district  to  go  in 
pursuit  of  a  teacher  ai  the  eleventh  hour.  It  would  contribute  in 
no  slight  degree  to  harmony  and  efficiency  oi  official  action,  lor 
the  township  trustees  ;md  district  directors  to  hold,  at  least  semi- 
annual meetings,  for  mutual  conference  and  comparison  ot'  views 
relative  to  the  general  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  schools  in 
their  township.  It  would  prove  a  source  of  mutual  satisfaction  to 
the  officers  themselves,  and  would  not  fail  to  be  productive  of  good 
to  the  cause  consigned  to  their  supervision.  It  would  impart  a  one- 
ness and  power  lo  their  action  that  it  would  Ui't  otherwise  possess. 
Great  prudence  and  a  proper  regard  for  the  expressed  wishes  of 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  a  district,  should  be  exercised  in  the 
selection  of  sites  for  school  houses.  Let  the  grounds  be  ample — an 
acre  of  land  it  possible  to  each  house.  Not  only  erect  a  neat  and 
commodious  house  with  the  appropriate  fixtures,  naturally  sug- 
gested, but  merit  the  blessing  of  })Osterity  by  enclosing  the  lot  and 
planting  shade  trees,  thus  encouraging  in  our  youth  a  spirit,  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  tasteful  and  useful.  \  modification  of  the  graded 
system  may  be  successfully  introduced  into  some  of  the  more 
densely  populated  townships.  In  such  case  the  districts  might  em- 
brace the  pupils  classed  in  the  primary  and  secondary  '  depart- 
ments, and  the  grammar  and  High  school  pupils  might  be  taught  at 
a  school  located  at  -ome  central  point  in  the  township.  Admis- 
sion to  this  school  should  def)end  entirely  on  the  ability  to  sustain 
a  thorough  and  impartial  examinaticm  in  a  given  grade  of  studies. 
Such  a  school,  at  the  center  of  the  township,  would  enable  many 
to  prosecute  studies  they  could  not  be  instructed  in  at  the  district 
school,  thus  saving  the  expense  of  an  education  abroad,  and  this 
school  would  aUo  exert  a  most  salutary  influence  on  the  pupils  in 
the  district  schools,  by  presenting  a  worthy  object  of  aspiration  — 
adtnission  to  the  central  school. 

SECTIOiV  9. 

This  section  invests   the    trustees  with  the   requisite   power   to 
raise  funds  by  an  annual  tax,  (within  certain  limits),  to  ertct  school 
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houses,  provide  fuel  and  make  repairs,  and  indemnify,  to  a  certain 
extent,  persons  who  have  aided  by  donation  or  taxes  in  the  erec- 
tion of  school  houses  five  years  previous  to  June,  l!;55!2,  and  it  also 
requires  the  assessment  of  a  special  tax  to  liquidate  debts  pie- 
viously  contracted  for  the  erection  of  houses  since  185'2.  The 
tax  lor  the  first  named  purpose  will  be  insullicient  in  most  cases  to 
meet  the  exigencies  of  the  township,  and  therefore  the  law  au- 
thorizes them  to  accept  of  advanced  taxes  in  the  shape  o  dona- 
tions from  persons  disposed  to  show  their  public  spirit  by  such 
noble  generosity,  and  receipt  for  the  same,  which  shall  be  deemed 
proper  satisfaction,  to  the  full  amount  of  sums  thus  advanced,  of 
any  school  tax  levied  for  said  purpose  in  subsequent  sears.  'I'he 
latter  i-*  a  felicitous  arrangement,  a  wise,  judicious,  and  pn^vident 
expedient  to  provide  means  for  present  exigencies,  and  the  former 
an  equally  happy  one  to  meet  certain  equitable  claims.  To  sim- 
plify this  matter  and  close  it  up  at  once,  it  will  be  advisable  for 
the  trustees  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  such  claims  on  the  part  of 
citizens,  if  any  persons  are  not  willing  to  rehnquish  them,  or  to 
take  a  less  per  cent,  on  said  donations  or  taxes,  and  include  it  in 
the  aggregate  sum  to  be  provided  by  the  aforesaid  tax.  This  will  be 
the  simplest  and  most  equitable  and  satisfactory  method  of  disposing 
of  this  matter  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  import  ol  the  law. 

SECTION   10. 

Towii.^hip  school  reports  will  hereafter  be  made  to  the  county 
auditors  alone.  It  is  impor  ant  that  tliC  trustees  should  act 
piomptly  in  the  matter  of  enumeration,  and  aim  at  perfect  accu- 
racy in  the  numbers  reported.  These  reports  will  be  less  perplex- 
ing to  prepare,  and  ii  is  lo  be  hoped  that  no  reasonable  pains  will 
be  s[)areil  not  only  to  have  them  promptly  lurnished  by  the  time 
s|)eci(ie(l,  l)Ut  also  stiictly  correct.  It  will  be  borne  in  ntind  by  the 
trustees  that  the  choice  of  school  district  is  not  to  be  an  annual, 
but  a  pnmanent  choice;  and  it  will  be  well  to  inform  every  parent 
or  guardian,  at  the  time  of  making  the  enumeration  ol  the  per- 
manent character  ot  the  [)relerence  ihus  to  be  expressed,  so  that 
there  shall  be  no  just  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  any.  The 
method  of  forming  school  districts  specified  in  this  section,  gives 
ample  scope  for  liberty,  and  if  the  choice  is  wisely  and  judiciously 
made,  no  citizen  can  justly  com|)lain  of  being  arbitrarily  asso- 
ciated with  those  with  whom  he  does  not  sympathize.  While  it  is 
liable  to  abuse,  it  is  aNo  susceptible  «»f  such  exercise  as  will  great- 
ly conduce  to  harmony,  efficient  and  successful  co-operation. 

A  specimen  form  of  taking  the  enumeration  required  by  this 
section,  will  be  found  among  the  foims  preceding  these  annota- 
tions. 

SECTION  13—17. 

The  simplest  method  of  securing  the  purpose  of  these  provi- 
sions, will  be  for  the  trustees  of  the  township  to  which  any  persons 
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have  been  thus  transferred,  to  enrol  them  as  members  of  their  re- 
spective districts,  and  ever  after  take  the  enumeration  of  I  heir 
children  and  assess  the  township  tax  on  their  property  as  s[)eci(ied 
in  sections  1(3  and  17.  The  cases  contemplated  in  the  latter  sei.- 
tion  can  be  conveniently  disposed  of  by  the  trustees  of  the  town- 
ship to  which  they  have  been  translerred,  ascertaining  from  the 
auditor  of  the  county  in  which  said  transt'eired  persons  belong, 
the  amount  of  a  given  tax  on  the  properly  of  the  said  iadiv^ual, 
as  hmited  by  section  17. 

SECTION  18. 

]t  is  to  be  hoped  that  auditors  will  act  promptly  in  the  case?  re- 
quiiing  >uch  action.  Prompt  and  decided  measures  will  secure 
official  fidelity  in  future  more  effectually  than  any  other  course. 

SECTION  21. 

The  purpose  and  provisions  of  this  section  are  more  fully  speci- 
fied in  a  supplementary  statute  that  will  be  found  on  pages  2S-'9  of 
this  pamphlet. 

SECTION  23. 

The  proper  form  of  such  report  w'ill  be  found  on  page  3i5.  A 
rigid  adheience  to  the  requisitions  ol  tliis  section  on  the  part  of 
the  trustees,  will  always  secure  them  ample  materials  for  ifieir  ed- 
ucational report  to  the  auditor. 

SECTION  26. 

A  prompt  discharge  of  the  duties  enjoined  in  this  and  previous 
sec  ions  will  secure  full,  reliable,  and  valuable  statistical  informa- 
tion for  the  superintendent  to  use  and  embody  in  his  annual  re- 
poit.  If  each,  in  his  respective  sphere,  promptly  does  his  duty, 
every  one  will  be  entitled  to  his  appropriate  shaje  of  ihe  plaudit, 
♦'  well  done." 

SECTION  27. 

This  section  secures  to  every  chila  a  right  which  has  hitherto 
been  unrecognized  and  unatlained  by  any  other  educational  code. 
The  tj'ustees  will  take  special  pains  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
this  section. 

SECTION  88. 


For  obvious  and  important  reasons  the  reports  called  for  in  this 
section  should  be  prepared  at  the  time  they  iiow  are — the  first  of 
March.     The  continuance  of  this  custom  is  not  necessarily  incon- 
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sistent  with  the  requisitions  of  the  90t!i  section.  The  county 
boards  are  required  by  said  section  to  subject  the  action,  books, 
and  reports  of  the  auditor  and  treasurer,  in  respect  to  the  school 
funds,  to  a  thorough  scrutiny  at  their  first  session  after  the  distri- 
butiow  of  the  common  school  fund  the  third  Monday  of  May. 
The  said  report  should  be  prepared  immediately  before  the  annual 
settlement  of  the  county  treasurer  with  the  auditor,  the  third 
Monday  of  March,  so  that  the  reports  required  by  sections  95  and 
99  may  be  furnished  the  State  Superintei  dent  as  the  basis  of 
the  statement  required  of  him  by  section  97. 

SECTIONS  95  AND  96. 

These  two  sections  were  formed  with  their  present  minuteness 
in  refei'ence  to  an  equalization  of  the  common  school  fund  by  coun- 
ties. That  equalization  not  being  incorporated  in  the  law,  ihey 
were  retained  in  a  connection  obviously  not  requiring  such  partic- 
ularity of  report  to  the  Superintendent.  The  information  mvolved 
must  be  in  possession  of  the  Auditoi-  to  direct  his  own  actions*  in 
adjusting  the  township  equalization  required  by  section  101.  The 
results  contained  in  such  a  report  will  be  important  and  valua- 
ble to  the  department,  and  will  be  iiicorporated  in  a  compendious 
form  with  the  county  auditor's  report  of  school  funds. 

SECTION  97.' 

To  enable  the  Superintendent  to  discharge  the  duty  required  of 
him  by  this  section,  promptness  and  accuracy  on  the  part  of  every 
county  auditor  will  be  indispensable.  The  amount  of  the  school 
tax  and  delinquencies  of  former  years  paid  and  on  h  mds  the  second 
Monday  of  April,  must  be  known  as  ihey  are  important  elements 
in  the  amount  to  be  apportioned.  The  information  required  by 
section  95  will  not  be  needed  till  the  amount  ot  the  said  tax  and 
delincjuencies  can  be  ascertained,  and  thei'elore  the  spirit  of  the 
statute  would  demand  that  the  requisite  time  for  obtaini  g  all  the 
sums  composing  the  aggregate  to  be  disbursed  to  the  counties, 
should  be  given  to  coiriplete  a  full  repoi't  in  the  premises.  The  re- 
port of  the  interest  of  tlie  school  funds,  embracing  also  the  amount 
of  school  tax,  should  be  forwarded  on  or  before  the  second  Mon- 
day,of  April.  This  arrangement  will  give  the  Auditors  three  weeks 
and  the  Superintendent  two  weeks  to  prepare  their  respective  re- 
ports. 

SECTION  101. 

The  requisitions  of  this  section  will  so  far  secure  the  equaliza- 
tion of  the  school  funds  that,  with  perhaps  the  exceptions  of  a 
very  few  townships,  there  will  be  an  equal  enjoyment  on  the  part 
of  Ihe  youth  of  the  commonwealth  of  the  educational  provisions 
both  of  the  National  and  State  ojoverjiments.     The  Auditors  will 
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find  no  trouble  in  adjusting  this  apportionment,  without  the  labor 
of  giving,  in  detail,  the  specific  amount  of  each  township's  share 
of  the  two  lunds,  if  they  will  ascertain  what  the  whole  amount  of 
school  funds,  both  special  and  common,  for  the  county,  on  a  per 
capita  division,  will  give  each  scholar,  and  then  ascertain  whether 
any  township's  school  section  wdi  yield  a  larger  dividend  to  its 
children.  If  any  township  should  liave  a  larirer  amount,  exclude 
its  number  of  children  and  the  income  of  its  school  section  fund 
from  the  calculation,  and  pr(»ceed  with  the  other  towns  on  the  con- 
solidation basis  of  distribution.  The  design  of  this  equalization  is 
to  secure  what  the  infelicitous  phraseology  of  our  contiact  with 
the  general  government,  in  reference  to  school  giants,  has  depjived 
our  youth,  but  which  the  present  method  of  bestowing  the  educa- 
tional dower  on  our  younger  sisters  evidently  shows  was  the  pa- 
rental purpose  and  intent  of  Congress,  in  the  education-^l  outfit 
which  (he  older  sisters  received  at  her  hands  on  reaching  their 
majority. 

Ill  illustration  of  the  above  sugtrestions  on  the  method  '.»f  distri- 
bution,  a  case  may  be  presented  as  follows,  viz: 

In County,  Congressional  Township, 

A.  has  200  cbildren  and  $375  Cougres  ional  township  fiind  =  $l  25  p^r  scholar. 

B.  "•  200  •*  150  "  '•  ••  =  75  -^ 
0.  -  J'\  "  42  *'  '•  "  =  50  " 
t).    •      400         "                      loo                «                     '•             •'      =        25     ' 

The  last  four  townships  have  934  children  and  $292  of  congres- 
sional fund.  The  common  school  fund  of  the  county  amounts  to 
$875  5l),  which,  added^to  their  $2^f2,  school  section  fund,  will 
make  an  aggregate  of  $1,167  .30.  This  will  give  them  on  a  pro 
rata  division,  ^i  25  per  scholar — the  same  sum  that  township  A. 
receives  from  her  school  section  tund — in  which  case  the  same  re- 
sult is  secured  either  with  or  without  consolidation  of  A's.  num- 
ber of  children  and  funds  with  those  of  the  other  townships.  But, 
if  the  county  common  school  fund  be  only  $828  SO,  the  last  four 
townships  would  get  only  $1,120  80,  which  would  be  but  $1  20 
per  sch(dar,  a  sum  less  than  township  A.  derives  from  her  school 
section  fund,  which  must  not,  according  to  the  101st  section  of  the 
revised  law,  be  dimihished  by  any  process  of  distribution.  Hence 
the  propriety  of  ex'luding  A's.  number  of  children  and  also  her 
amount  of  special  fund  from  the  said  calculation. 

SECTIONS  102—111. 

The  creation  of  the  office  of  district  director  is  a  new  feature  in 
our  system,  and  was  designed  to  devolve  a  certain  class  of  the 
township  tiustees'  duties,  which  might  very  properly  and  with 
more  promptness  be  discharged  by  a  local  agent  in  each  di.^lrict, 
on  a  person  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  locality  imtnediately  in- 
terested. This  office,  if  wisely  filled,  will  contribute  in  no  slight 
degree  to  meet  the  wishes  and  gratiiy  the  partialities  ol  the  advo- 
cates of  the  old  district  system  without  impairing  the  vitality  of  the 


46  NOTES    AND    SUGGESTIONS. 

township  principle  of  the  present  st.'itute.  The  provisions  of  some 
of  the  included  sections  are  such  as  must  necessarily  be  cariied 
out  with  becoming  prudence,  else  their  power  for  good  will  be- 
come potent  only  for  evil. 

Much  will  depend  on  the  energy,  intelligence,  and  promptness 
of  the  district  director.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  one  will  accept 
the  office  without  the  settled  purpose  wisely  and  promptly  to  pro- 
vide ihe  requisite  fuel,  make  the  temporary  repairs,  take  care  of 
the  house,  and  aid  in  procuring  a  competent  teacher  for  the  dis- 
trict. Let  there  be  awakened  a  generous  rivalry  among  the  dis- 
tricts in  respect  to  the  appearance,  condition,  and  comfort  of  their 
respective  houses,  and  the  elevation  and  refining  influence  of  their 
schools.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  external  appearance  of 
the  school  premises  will  be  no  insignificant  index  of  the  character  of 
the  internal  administration.  It  must  be  remembered  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  studies  to  be  introduced  in  the  school,  that  the  Eng- 
lish language  must  be  taught,  and  that  no  majority  can  deprive  any 
minority,  however  small,  of  the  appropriate  means  of  instruction 
in  all  the  branches  comp  »sing  the  common  school  course.  Sup- 
plementary st'  dies  may  be  legally  added  by  vote  of  the  district,  if 
instruction  in  th  m  can  be  imparted  without  any  interference  with 
due  attention  to  the  progress  of  pupils  in  the  ordinary  course. 
Sections  149  and  150  confirm  the  correctness  of  the  above  exposi- 
tion. 

Frequent  visits  of  the  director  and  his  prompt  and  efficient  co- 
operation with  the  teacher  ir^^m^iintaining  thorough  discipline,  and 
a  cordial  sym[»athy  with  both  teacher  and  taught,  will  add  much 
to  the  success  of  ihe  enterprise. 

SECTION  129. 

As  the  libra ^-y,  judiciously  selected,  cannot  fail  to  prove  an  effi- 
cient department  in  our  educational  system,  it  is  obviously  neces- 
sary that  its  gradual  increase  should  be  steady,  uniform,  and  reli- 
able. The  proviso  in  this  section  is  an  infelicity  that  cannot  fail  to 
attract  the  attention  of  every  careful  observer  and  suggest  the 
employtnent,  at  the  [)roper  time,  of  the  appropriate  means  for  its 
correction.  The  coniinuunce  of  the  present  appliance  for  three  or 
four  years  would  place  in  every  one  of  our  nine  hundred  and  tfiir. 
ty-eiirlil.  townships  a  library  of  from  three  hundred  to  three  thou- 
sand volumes  of  rich  and  varied  leading. 

SECTION  131. 

A  catalogue  of  the  books  received  from  time  to  time  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  township  clerk,  with  the  price  annexed,  so  that 
the  proper  charge  m  ly  be  made  for  the  loss  or  damage  done  any 
voluKje.  Such  a  bill  of  ihe  cost  of  books  will  be  furnished  with 
the  next  distribution  In  adjusting  such  losses  the  equitable 
method,  in  case  the  volume  lost  or  damaged  belongs  to  a  set,  will 
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be  for  the  person  to  whom  the  volume  was  charge  i,  to  take  the 
remaining  volumes  of  the  set  and  pay  the  estimated  worth  of  the 
same.  The  reason  of  this  requisition  is  that  isolated  volumes  of  a 
given  work  cannot  be  purchased  separately.  In  adopting  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  delivery  and  return  of  books,  regard  should 
be  paid  to  the  various  interests  involved.  A  given  day  of  the  week 
and  the  hours  of  said  day  should  be  specified  for  the  convenience 
ot  all  concerned.  The  length  of  time  a  book  may  be  retained 
should  be  judiciously  adjusted,  and  it  should  not  be  too  brief  nor 
too  proiracted  a  period.  Damage  done  the  books  should  be  faith- 
fully noted  and  .settlement  promptly  made. 

SECTION  135. 

The  purpose  of  this  section  is  obvious,  and  the  exercise  of  the 
power  conferred  is  wisely  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  trustees.  It 
will  involve  more  trouble,  expense,  and  responsibility  to  deposit 
the  library  at  two  or  three  points,  but  there  will  be  cases  occa- 
sionally in  which  that  course  might,  and,  indeed,  should  be  adopt- 
ed. The  expense  of  library  cases  and  librarians'  services  will  be 
an  appropriate  township  charge. 

SECTION  146. 

Great  care  should  be  taken  that  the  requisite  number  of  exam- 
iners in  each  county  should  be  appointed,  and  that  said  appoint- 
ment should  be  promptly  and  judiciously  made  both  in  referenre 
to  personal  qualifications  and  residence  of  said  appointees.  Large 
and  populous  counties  should  have  the  full  compliment. 

SECTION  147. 

A  certain  degree  of  discretionary  power  is  necessarily  lodged 
with  the  examiner  in  reference  to  the  fitness  of  the  individual  ex- 
amined to  teach  in  given  localities,  and  for  a  limited  period.  The 
exercise  of  this  discretion  will  not  unfrequently  be  called  in  requisi- 
tion. No  specific  rules  can  be  given  fur  guidance  in  such  cases, 
but  the  judgment  of  the  examiner  must  determine.  The  branches 
named  in  set  tion  149  constitute  the  minimum  amount  of  know- 
ledge required  of  a  teacher.  Mtive  will  always  be  cf  service,  al- 
though less  may  occasionally  meet  the  necessities  of  some  locali- 
ties.  A  license  to  teach  has  no  validity  out  of  the  county  in  which 
it  was  issued. 

SECTION  157. 

Uniformity  of  text  books  is  a  matter  of  no  small  moment  to  the 
purses  of  parents  and  the  progress  of  the  pupils.  They  are  the  silent 
teachers  directing  the  inquiries  and  prompting  the  investigations 
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of  the  scholars  and  should  impail  unifoim  instruction  and  in  the 
hap[)iest  ni;inner.  A  wise  selection  of  these  cannot  fail  to  be  seen 
and  felt  in  the  prosperity  of  the  schools.  Trustees  should  not  al- 
low tt^achers  to  conirul  or  dictate  in  this  matter.  The  competent 
instructor  is  not  dependent  on  a  particular  text  book  for  ability  to 
train  his  pujals,  and  can,  therefore,  use  any  good  work  in  the  seve- 
ral branches  of  the  course.  In  science  there  will  neces-aiily  be  pro- 
gress, and  consequently  a  change  of  text  books  occasionall) ;  but  the 
text  book,  in  morals  is  the  production  of  an  Author,  whose  wisdom 
infinite,  whose  knowledge  boundless,  whose  benevolence  unsearch- 
able, furnish  no  cause  lor  dissatisfaction,  no  occasion  for  change  in 
this  class  of  manuals.  The  Bible  without  note  or  comment  is 
installed  in  the  common  schools  of  Indiana.  Its  continuance  as  the 
moral  class  l)ook  in  these  nurseries  ot  her  future  citizens  will  as 
surely  mark  the  period  of  her  prosperity  and  grace  the  zenith  of 
her  glory,  as  its  exclusion  would  prove  the  precursor  of  her  decline, 
tile  herald  of  her  sliauie. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  t'stablislwient  of  Free  Public  Schoots  in  the 
incorporated  cities  and  towns  of  the  State  of  Indiana. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  great  similarity  between  the  pro- 
visions of  this  statute  and  the  2 1st  section  of  the  school  law.  The 
resemblance  is  not  accidental  but  designed.  Doubts  were  ex- 
pressed whether  the  requisite  authority  to  accomplish  all  that  is 
desirable  in  the  premises  could  be  conferred  by  a  single  section  and 
the  inferential  provisions  of  other  sections.  The  purpose  of  this 
separate  enactment  was  not  to  dissociate  the  schools  of  large 
towns  and  cities  from  all  connection  and  sympathy  with  the  general 
system,  but  to  aid  and  encourage  in  these  corporations  the  establish- 
meet  of  graded  schools,  in  the  most  comprehensife  and  emphatic 
sense,  the  glory  and  crown  of  the  free  school  system. 

SECTION  1. 

The  evident  intention  of  this  is  to  give  said  corporations  full  and 
ample  power  and  authoiiiy  to  establish  such  schools  by  the  erection 
of  appropriate  structures,  the  provision  of  suitable  furniture  and  fuel, 
and  the  employment  of  able  and  ex})erienced  teachers.  These  are 
just  as  essential  to  meet  the  educational  wants  of  corporations  as 
the  district  school  house,  and  the  summer  and  winter  schools  to 
sup[)ly  the  liieiary  wants  of  the  rural  sections  of  the  common- 
wealth. Indeed  the  [)ernianent  establishment  and  successful  ope- 
ration  of  such  schools  cannot  tail  to  exert  a  happy  influence  on  all 
the  schools  of  the  adjacent  region. 
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SECTION  2. 

It  was  contemplated  that  private  educational  enterprises  might 
exist  in  some  localities,  whose  fusion  with  the  public  schools  might 
be  desirable  and  important  to  secure  harmonious  action  and  cordial 
co-operation.     Hence  arose  the  provisions  for  this  incorporation. 

SECTION  3. 

The  caveat  of  this  section  contemplates  the  prevention  of  any 
such  arrangements  as  shall  exclude  from  any  one  department  ot 
such  school  or  seminary,  any  pupil  qualified  to  engage  in  the  studies 
of  said  department,  or,  in  any  way,  positively  or  constructively,  to 
make  the  schools  of  said  corporation  anything  but  free  and  open  to 
the  children  of  all  its  citizens. 

These  notes  and  suggestions  have  been  appended  to  the  School 
Law  for  the  purpose  of  elucidating  the  import  and  purpose  of  the 
statute  in  some  of  its  more  important  points,  as  understood  by  the 
Superintendent  from  his  intercourse  with  the  framers  of  it,  their 
expressed  opinions  in  drafting  its  provisions,  and  the  language 
iidopted  to  express  those  views.  It  is  no  part  of  the  object  of  their 
preparation  to  express  opinions  favorable  or  adverse  to  the  constitu- 
tionality of  any  of  its  provisions.  To  determine  these  matters  is 
the  peculiar  province  of  the  courts. 

With  no  claim   to    profoundness,  no  pretention  to  originality, 
and  no  assumption  of  perfection,  they  are  commended  to  the  can- 
did consideration  of  all  who  may  have  occasion  to  consult  them. 
CALEB  MILLS, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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